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WRAPPED IN CLOUDS

WHICH THE LIGHT SHINES THROUGH,
BURNISHED GOLD,

WITH A FLAME OF BLUE.

SYMBOL OF WHAT,

TO THE GIRL WHO PERCEIVED?
EMBLEM SMALL,

OF IDEALS ACHIEVED!

Dororuy Caruers, Zeta '35
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Grace Mason Lundy — An Appreciation

This issue which tells the story of Delta Zeta, combines Volume 23, Number 4
with Volume 24, Number 1, of Tue Lamp of Delta Zeta.

Written by Grace Mason Lundy, Chairman of the History Committee since 1926,
it is an excellent word picture of the growth and achievements of Delta Zeta in the
thirty-three years of the sorority’s existence.

It is altogether fitting at this time at the very beginning of this story of Delta
Zeta to pause to take note of the one who not only has written it for us but who
has contributed so much to the story itself; to pay homage to her who has given
so much of her time and painstaking effort to making this story what it is.

It is an impossible task to write, in a few words, of the unselfish loyalty and
splendid idealism which Grace Mason Lundy has devoted to her sorority. She has
served Delta Zeta as Historian, Registrar, Editor, First Vice President, Visiting
Delegate, Chairman of the Ritual and Insignia Committee, a member of the Con-
stitution Committee, and was the first Executive Secretary. One of her greatest
single contributions to the sorority was the writing of T'he Manual, a complete
guide for officers, a book that could have been written only by one of her great un-
derstanding of the sorority and her genius for the descriptive word. Grace Mason
Lundy has the supreme gift of saying big things in little words, a real test of
merit. Happy, with a keen buoyancy of spirit that makes her enthusiasm con-
tagious, she is the inspiration for many of her humble followers.

Here's to Grace Mason Lundy, Honorable Mention for Distinguished Service
to Delta Zeta.

—M. H. P.




Grace Masox Luxpy, Historian



Foreword

TO Elizabeth Coulter Stephen-
son Delta Zeta owes a new debt when
this history of the sorority shall appear
as a completed book. She was the real
pioneer in the preparation of our his-
tory. Without her courage, her pains-
taking care, her comprehensive plan, the
very beginnings might yet be unmade;
certainly would never have been so well
and so truly made. Her pages of lov-
ingly done manuscript have been not
merely informative in what their lines
recorded, but inspirational. From her
mind and pen you have, practically un-
changed, the account of Delta Zeta from
its founding though the year 1917, when,
but for the World War, her work even
though still uncompleted, should have
been published.

The contribution of Julia Bishop
Coleman’s term as historian will not see
real distribution until a really compre-
hensive history, minutely detailed, can
be published. She collected, filed and
passed on to succeeding historians, many
large envelopes each with the history of
a chapter prepared by chapter his-
torians, and written too extensively in
detail to fit this present work. Some
later historian will speak with apprecia-
tion and gratitude of these histories, and
the volume of labor represented by them.
It has been the policy of the present his-
torian to encourage the preparation
within each chapter of just such history
for the information and interest of mem-
bers of the several chapters, and those
which in response to her requests, have
been submitted to her, have justified her
in her own mind for the making of such
request. It is a matter of real regret that
we are now unable to give to the whole
sorority certain of these chapter ac-
counts which in their freshness and vigor
and happy spirit show the truth of what

has made the history of the chapters and
the sorority, although the practical con-
siderations of expense and such like
mundane matters rules out its printing
at this time.

Although Mrs. Stephenson’s tentative
outline was not used when the 1923 His-
tory Lamr first gave us her work in
print, most of the general account
(through the 1916 Convention) is her
work with few changes; and hers too is
the chapter on Founders and the biog-
raphy of Martha Louise Railsback, in
the section on “Our Presidents.”

The arrangement followed in this
present edition of the history is largely
a continuation of the 1923 plan, since
that seems as simple and logical as any.
It is merely a fairly brief chronological
account, with separate chapters dealing
with developments and phases of the
whole organization, and short sections
pertaining to the separate chapters.

Certain chapters which have failed to
respond to calls for historical material
are responsible for unevennesses and
change of spirit in the accounts of the
chapters. It can hardly be too strongly
stressed that the keeping of a compre-
hensive and unbroken chapter history is
of potent influence and ever-increasing
value to the individual chapter. While
the record as for the whole sorority may
of necessity be condensed and omit many
items of importance, the history of the
individual chapter can scarcely be too
much in detail and mementoes. Some
day, from the mosaic of all these bits,
shall be composed a beautiful whole
which we may confidently expect to find
in the history, lived and written, of
Delta Zeta and Delta Zetas, when we
celebrate our Golden Milestone. Until
then—may this suffice.

Grace MasoN Lunpy, Historian



A Legend of a Rose Garden

YEARS AGO in a beautiful
land there was a lovely garden filled
with all manner of flowers and watched
over by a wise Gardener. In the midst
of the garden there was a portion which
was the pride of the Gardener’s heart.
Here were roses of every kind. They
were varied in hue and fragrance, in
size, beauty and texture. The Gardener
worked and dreamed among his roses
and watched them with careful eyes.
Dreaming there came the desire to add
a new variety of a more delicate hue
than any there, one that would be fine
in texture, rich in fragrance and of en-
during strength.

Searching, at last upon the banks of
the Killarney in the Land of Loving
Kindness, he found a fragile wild rose.
From this he took a cutting and return-
ing to his garden he grafted it upon the
Red Rose of Courage. With infinite care
and tenderness he watched the cutting
and found that it grew and would bloom.
The unfolding petals showed the hue he
desired, a firmer pink than that of the
wild rose, but with the added petals of
the Red Rose; united were the strength
of the one and the fragrance and
delicacy of the other.

From the new growth of the pink rose

he selected another cutting. Having pre-
pared a rich soil, he planted it with lov-
ing care. Over it he placed the glass
called Truth. That no harm might come
to his rose he selected six of his worthiest
handmaidens to take charge of it. One
was named Enthusiasm. Her zeal never
tired. Early and late in the midst of her
other labors she watched the rose that it
would not wither and die. She directed
the efforts of her sister, Protection, who
guarded the rose that no enemy might
do it harm. Sympathy, another sister
watched lest the earth around the
precious cutting should become dry.
Sister Knowledge studied the ways of
cultivation, that the rose might be rug-
ged and fragrant. Purity hovered near
washing off the plant, taking care that
nothing soiled the freshness of its petals.
Tenderness ministered both to her sisters
and the rose. Under the care of the Wise
Gardener and with the ministrations of
the six sisters the new rose flourished
and bloomed.
* * %

After the cutting took root the stem
developed.

The stem of a flower is its pushing
force. The stem of our rose is the Coun-

Nore: This little sketch, “The Legend of a
Rose Garden,” is a compilation from the
manuscripts for our History as prepared by
Elizabeth Coulter Stephenson. Wilh poetic
feeling Mrs. Stephenson conceived of the
sorority as symbolized in its flower, the love-
ly Killarney rose, and worked out an ap-
propriate scheme based on that motif. Iniro-
ducing the entire work with the little story
of the Gardener and his search for the per-
fect rose, she carried her simile on through
such later chapters as the Soil (Miami Uni-
versity), the Handmaidens (naturally, ouwr

Founders), Thorns (early difficulties) and so
on. So carefully had she worked out her
similes that had the History been published
from the manuscripts prepared by her, the
legend would have been wery pleasing as the
background for the essential facts of Delta
Zela’s history. The scheme was favorably re-
cetved by the sorority, and in somewhat modi-
fied form was the basis for the toast program
at the 1916 Convention. Mrs. Stephenson pre-
served from that toast list the three toasts
given by Margaret Luckings, Beta, on “The
Stem” ; Janet Grey Cameron, Zeta, “The Full-
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By Elizabeith Coulter Stephenson

cil, which through its splendid co-opera-
tion and efficiency has given us strength
and vigor for the fragile plant so that
it has branched out far and wide and has
become strong enough to fight success-
fully any destroying force. Now one
stem supports a lovely rose bush bearing
hosts of beautiful blossoms. The roses,
and every petal of them, know whence
the supporting strength of that stem
comes and are thankful.

9% % ¥

Looking at the center of the rose we
marvel no longer at the beauty and
strength of the sepals and petals, for
strong, straight and majestic in the very
center of the rose stands the pistil,
symbolical of the Grand President. Sup-
porting this central point are the sta-
mens, symbolical of the officers of the
Grand Council.

As the petals of the rose open out
they are as dreams come true. When
life first stirred in the veins of the young
plant there was the conception of the
perfect rose and all through the period
of growth it was planned for.

And now as the buds unfold giving
promise of the glory to come, we feel
that exhilaration, that exultant expect-

ancy that comes when we know that our
ideals are about to be realised. As the
petals open out one by one we are almost
breathless, for each one is different. One
is curved gracefully, one is almost
smooth, one is tinged with a little deeper
shade of pink, yet all are of wondrous
beauty.

The first buds to brave the cold and
breeze are our first chapters; many of
their petals are opened out to show a
deeper shade of color. Close to the heart
of the plant are the unopened buds just
lifting their soft-hued faces to the light.
These are the newest chapters.

Though every bud is different—for
were they all alike the plant would never
be so beautiful, it would not be a rose—
vet there is about them a certain simi-
larity in form and harmony, in shading,
that marks them all as children of the
same mother plant. No bud or half blown
rose is unnecessary or unimportant, none
must droop or have imperfect edges for
the marring of one bud or bloom or one
petal ruins the beauty of the whole plant.
May each chapter have the vision of the
perfect rose, each girl see the glory of
the perfect petal, that the petals may
make a perfect full blown rose and the
plant become a most beautiful blending
of color and form, a perfect creation.

blown Rose”; and Frances Brown, Mu, on
“Half Blown Roses and Rosebuds,” and used
them to preface the corresponding sections
of her history. They are included in the
legend as here compiled in order to make the
story complete.

Your present historian feels that each
writer’s inspiration is best worked out by the
one who conceives it ; and therefore regretful-
ly abandoned the Rose Garden plan when it
came her turn to assemble the history of the
sorority. But the loveliness of the conception,

and the significance of the rose in our soror-
ily, prompts the presentation here of at
least a portion of the work begun with so
mauch thought, carried out with such artistic
harmony, and so lovingly made ready for
owr enjoyment and benefit.

Founders’ Day, first officially estadlished
by the Convention of 1912 and observed that
following fall, would be a very suitable time
to bring this story again before our chapters,
and we are glad to have an opportunity to
make it available.

The LAMP of Delta Zeta
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The College Fraternity —

An American Institution

“Long live the love of fellowship
Circling the old and new.”

TO every college woman, even
of the present generation which has so
much and takes so calmly privileges
which outrival the wildest dreams of an
earlier day, the story of woman’s long
and uneven but determined fight for
equal educational privileges with her
brother should be of dnferest. And to
every Greek letter woma the story of
the rise and growth of w n's secret or-
ganizations, paralleling'gn f pplement-
ing the college history o "io en, is an-
other story of significane;

The newest fraterni pledge soon
learns that the whole systenl dates itself
officially from the founding of Phi Bet
Kappa at William and Mary Collcge

776. Actually there had | hee
earlier societies of the nature
lege fraternity: The Fla
W llllam and Mary alg ut 1
later P.D.A. Phi B ta {
these and made l
chose to use a G
influence pred -

not surplmlntf
should embody both &
mental prmupl;:s/eéf'&m\(h
teristics. At th€ time of its establishment
and until the Revolutionary War dis-
rupted college life for the young men of
that day, Phi Beta Kappa was distinctly
a social, fraternal society.

It would be inevitable that young men
removed from their homes and associated
with other young men in educational pur-
suit, should form natural groups based on
strong and cherished friendships; and
their deliberate attempt to make an en-
during tie for these friendships was the
basic principle on which rose the college
fraternity. Its secret nature followed
from the natural fact that secrecy is dear
to all, from childhood on, but in the case

of these early organizations secrecy had

also some protective value for the faculty
of that day did not always favor an extra
display of student freedom and initiative.
And yet, ironically enough, the colleges
owe to fraternities a debt which they
were slow to see and even slower to
acknowledge ; and received from them a
service which in some instances was al-
most ]ife-saving in its scope. This service

ﬁfty years before there
on the part of the edu-
o form any sort of

h this country, the
lready sown the

the decades just
college and many
d in the early

- Beta Kappa’s hlstory as a social
fraternity was short, practically ceasing
with the Revolutionary War. Though
it became upon its revival the society
we now know, with basic purpose the
honoring of distinguished scholastic
attainments, still its great service to the
fraternity world lay in the fact that it
had furnished the impetus and model for
many later similar organizations which
filled the place it was created to take.
That the college fraternity satisfied a
definite desire on the part of the Ameri-
can college youth is attested by the fact
that the present number of purely social
fraternities in American colleges and

The LAMP of Delta Zeta
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Arorro Roow, 15 rESTORED RALEIGH TAVERN, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINTA. TRADITION SAYS THAT IN THIS ROOM PHI BETA KAPPA
WAS FOUNDED, AND HERE THE MEMBERS HELD THEIR MEETINGS,



universities is now well over one hundred.

The fraternity system as a man’s ac-
tivity was well established in leading
educational centers before the heaviest
part of woman'’s struggle to be recognised
as being entitled to coeducational privi-
leges was even suggested. To be sure,
there had early been some “crying in the
wilderness.” Sarah Josepha Hale, a
staunch and unrelenting champion of real
educational opportunities for women lent
the aid of her editorial voice in Godey’s
Lady’s Book, the leading home magaz' ne

those of men. She was long a fl'l
backer of Emma Willard, whose scl

tablishment in 1833; and many others
both state and denominational were so
organized that if they did not receive
women from their first days they quickly
opened at the first serious request from
interested young women. Yet even where
the institution openly conceded coeduca-
tion actual experience often proved that
this was to a limited extent only; that
certain restrictions were placed on the
enrollment in courses or in participation
in public exercises; and the pioneer col-
ege woman found her victory one that
‘ar was cheaply or easily won.
general the advent of women stu-
ought no real opposition from the
ue to boy nature, jeers, jokes and

@N nks Mmust be attempted. But the wom-
for girls became famous. Mrs. Hale ‘i vho-wgre so true to their dreams that
sh-

took a vigorous interest in the estl

ment of Vassar College even to hging the
moving force of having the w -\i er,
male”’ removed from| the origi ti e"
carved in stone over it8 als. Bulpub

lic sentiment L erwheln

against educatio
except the purely de

received at the Iri

schools™ which Avas nd
sufficient. Many: ar ere the
horrible pictures pai of the  ruin
which would surely andizightfully over-
take a country so lost to preptiety as to
allow its women the hazardous right to
experiment on the coll¢ge curriculum
with their purely fefale biains! . . .

Parents, who after all are at/the bottom
of that vague thing hc opinion,’
showed themselves st¥ ] .
admit that daughters (,Ollld be s'ua‘}_),l',
intellectually, as sons ; and even progres-
sive families making every sacrifice to
educate their boys held close rein on the
girls. How must they have liked the coals
of fire heaped on their heads by Lucy
Mott, Anna Howard Shaw and others
who fought and sacrificed for every step
of their way to and through, college'

It is easy to understand why the first
openmgs for coeducation were made not
in the conservative East but in the
pioneer Midwest. Oberlin College in
Ohio was made coeducational from its es-

. close; so that

- loatlL A0 -+ gle Wastéss suce
“tibonal adva ages were finally conceded

aved all for a chance at college
:re also young women of resourceful-
néss and wit and almost always qu1cklv
able to put their would-be tormentors in
the worst of the case; after which their
ordeal was generally at its end.

n the pioneer states of Ohio, Indiana,
Illikois, Towa, and Wisconsin a number
of ingtitutions were opened to women be-
fore gr during the Civil War. Indeed the
influenice of this war and the splendid
part played therein by women the coun-
try overhresulted in a much more rapid
acceptan of women in colleges after its
he Midwest and West
there were, by 1870, Some two dozen in-

stitutions Swhere omeq were accepted,
the facg of

§sful ; although educa-

ue and suitable for women,
they were more often provided by col-
leges for women alone than by the grant
of coeducational privileges. Thus it
comes about that the majority of colleges
for women only are located in the East;
they do not exist in comparable numbers
elsewhere in our country for the reason
that they do not express the ideals or
meet the needs of those sections.

Not because woman was determined to
copy her brother in all things but because
the fundamental need of friendship is as

The LAMP of Delta Zeta
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strong in her as in him the college woman
produced her own secret organizations
from her college experience. First of all
came two in a southern college. These
were the Adelphian (1851) and Philo-
mathean (1852) both founded at Wes-
leyan Female College in Macon, Georgia.
This college was the first to be chartered
by any state; and its two secret societies

flourished until the Civil War closed the_ 1S\

doors of the college. Both were kepi

a-

tional Panhellenic Congress o = hers, =4 g
Alpha Delta Pi and Phi Mu. . . iy o . re

bear a Greek name among a
cieties for women was a
Theta, founded at i
school, the Troy Female
1856. Its formation was
members of the men’s fpéte

en’s organizatio
carded all excep]

college group§
which it has
Beta Phi.

the first. But January of 1870 haths€en
the establishment at DePauw (then
called Indiana Asbury) of Kappa Alpha
Theta, which by these few months won
the right to being known as the first
women’s secret society of national ex-
tent to be founded with a Greek name.

The next few years saw a spontaneous
upspringing of others—Alpha Phi, Gam-
ma Phi Beta, Sigma Kappa, Delta Gam-
ma. Besides these there must have been
numerous local ones, for many of the
earlier chapters of the early nationals

were formed from locals which petitioned
for the privilege of affiliation with the
more vigorous organization. The growth
of these organizations in the period be-
tween 1870 and 1890 was slow and ir-
regular, but before 1890 Alpha Chi
Omega, at DePauw University in the
Middle West, and Delta Delta Delta at
Boston University in the FEast, had made
their appearance. This date seems to
go- ark the turn of the tide to a definite ap-
1oval for hlgher education for women,
nd the women’s fraternities prospered

ergby. In the decade between 1890-
A lpha Omicron Pi, Alpha Xi Del-
hiAOmega, Kappa Delta, and Zeta
‘ate nities, and in the period from

Mubver two hundred college chap-

ovy real desire and place for the
1) a part of the life of the col-

e
p8Zeta and Alpha
he early years of
Bowing the col-
an established
ollege life.
Beta Phi Alpha,
heta Upsilon
Pi and

lese organizations,
eared to their mem-

as-their deﬁnlte aim the clear mten—
tlon of belng in all things the equal of
the men; in educational recognition first,
and after that in every form of college
life activity. The encouragement which
they constantly gave their members, the
impetus to excel and thus prove beyond
question their rights to college educa-
tion, and also the incentive which this in
turn gave to completing college, unques-
tionably gave to these groups much of
the deep and true devotion, the courage

18
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and the excellence which they almost in-
variably demonstrated. They knew they
had a Cause; and nobly they supported
it. Even when the greatest need for win-
ning and using equal rights had passed,
the women’s fraternities perpetuated op-
portunity for the woman student to be
recognised for herself and they support
her in her endeavors to win on her in-
dividual merit.

With many ups and plenty of downs,
and with numerous adjustments to con-
ditions which made flexibility an essen-
tial to continued existence, the college
women’s secret society has come into the
twentieth century, and has become almost
as universally known and accepted as the
coed herself. On the whole, these organi-
zations are known as fraternities. De-
spite the protest of the men at this lift-
ing of a name they claim for their own

peculiar use, there seems to be no real
reason for not allowing a women’s or-
ganization a right to be a “fraternity”
if it so desires. On the other hand, some
organizations have preferred to adopt
the name ‘“sorority”’ and probably the
general public uses this term more often
than “woman’s fraternity.” The word
“sorority”’ was coined by Professor
Frank Smalley of Syracuse University
for the members of Gamma Phi Beta.
Liking the name the Gamma Phi’s
adopted it at once officially, and since
1911 it has been a word in good standing,
having that year “made the dictionary.”
Six of the N.P.C. organizations, among
them Delta Zeta, use the word sorority;
all others have remained fraternities. But
as immortal Will would remind us—
“What’s in a name ?”’

The LAMP of Delta Zeta
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Chronological History of the Sorority

1902—Women admitted to full status as students at Miami University. In Sep-
tember the first meetings leading to the formation of Delta Zeta were held.
On October 24 the Articles of Incorporation were issued by the Secretary
of the State of Ohio. Four pledges were added, with Elizabeth Coulter the
first initiate. Dr. Benton, president of Miami, made grand patron in appre-
ciation of his invaluable assistance.

1903—Julia Bishop and Luella Crugar returned to conduct “rush,” which con-
sisted mainly of going for rides with a horse and buggy ! The chief qualifi-
cation for membership was the possession of five dollars.

1904— Period of usual development with the trials of a new group.

1906— First “alumnz come-back’” fer-imitiation to Alpha’s house, first off the
campus at Miami. Mg

1907—First National Convenfion jot- a'Zeta held at the Algonquin Hotel,
Dayton, Ohio. Alfa Lloyd resident.

1908—Beta Chapter installed "at G résity. Second National Conven-
tion in Oxford made Alpha the g 3

1909—Delta at DePauw and . on athFediana/University were installed in
May, just one day apart. Gaima, at 'Mihnesota was approved though not

installed. ] /
1910—Zeta at the University-o braska/made the fifth chapter and completed
the number required fon-into Panhellenic which admission came

at the next medhing of N.PX. Publication of Tre Lamp was authorized.
Council madeth&goyerni ng b ~I'hted National Convention, Indianapolis,
I

of Dr. Bentonw'who was thenp dent of\Baker University.

o N.P.§.

rention held at Winona Lake, Indiana. Elizabeth

ted |president; constitution revised; song book ap-
peared; alumn ters suthorized. First Mirectory.

1913—First alumne ghapter/organized at Indianapolis.

1914—Fifth National/€onvention held at Indianapblis. First national constitu-
tion adopted.(~" . |

1915—Three chaptérs/inste
its own home. J_. 7 - - E Z > B

1916—Sixth National Conyention at Lingoln, Nebraska:Martl
back elected natiohal president. Buri Pattergon chosen
Uniform treasury R 0 A e Y | /11

1917—Social Service work started. /‘Q\/ S J

1918—Convention postponed due to war. —

1919—Miss Railsback resigned presidency due to heavy war work. Rene
Sebring Smith became acting executive.

1920—Seventh and Eighth Conventions held at Denver.

1921—Second Song Book appeared.

1922—Central Office opened. Ninth Convention, held at Ithaca. Little Lamp
adopted as Social Service project.

1923—Delta Zeta one of first three to subscribe full quota of Panhellenic House
stock. Contribution made toward rebuilding the Library of Louvain. First
History.

1924—Tenth national convention held in Evanston, Illinois. Central Office
moved to Indianapolis. Big Lamp at Vest, Kentucky, adopted as social serv-
ice project. Julia Bishop Coleman national president.

Indiana. Annualjexaminatio !duc d. Kta installed with encouragement

1912—Fourt _'.Na«t;-fé 1
Coulter Stevenso
¢k

Hed, Lambda, Mu, and Nu. M strehapter to own
=3 h

Louise Rails-
ficial jewelers.
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1925—First province conventions held in each province.

1926—Eleventh national convention at San Francisco. New constitution au-
thorized. Life subscription plan at time of initiation adopted. Anne Sim-
mons Friedline elected president.

1927—New Song Book distributed. First “Birthday Drive” for Vest as silver
anniversary gift to Delta Zeta. Sun dial presented to Miami in commemora-
tion of twenty-fifth anniversary of founding. Dr. Benton died June 28.

1928—Silver Anniversary Convention held at Bigwin Inn. Four Founders pres-
ent. Sidelights, esoteric publication, appeared. Full time Visiting Delegate
employed. Myrtle Graeter Malott elected president.

1929—Revised Song Book and Information Pamphlet issued. The Manual, the
Blue Book for Pledges and the Course of Study published.

1930—Lucky Thirteenth Convention held at Madison. Rene Sebring Smith
Chairman of N.P.C.

1931—Redistricting of provinces for greater efficiency. National auditing sys-
tem adopted for all chapters.

1932—New Constitution and Fifth Directory published.

1933—Century of Progress Convention, Chicago, Illinois. Two councils elected.

1934—Council visits Vest. Margaret H. Pease assumes Presidency. National
Headquarters moved to Cincinnati.

The LAMP of Delta Zeta 21
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Old Miami—and the New

“Old Miami, new Miami,
Days that were and days to be;
Tell the story of her glory—

Our Miami, here’s to thee!

DELTA ZETA is a product of
this twentieth century, her birthdate be-
ing just within the beginnings of this
era. However, her fraternal foundations
were firmly laid in the/ traditions and
achievements of pioneerjdays, and their
spirit is hers. Possibly no . ority has
been more fortunate in I ace of its
first appearance, and in sorgrity as with
individuals, environmend ounts for
much. This statement is made deliber-
ately, for Miami University is conceded

to be one of the educational leaders of the « 9

entire country in the quality of infl
it has exerted. Even in the day
much of this country was yet™
reached only by covered

Ohio boasted proudly of its
Athens of the VVest ol [

of three educati

Miami Universit

N e

terian Church and stl -umui
service; and Oxf Callege fo‘ﬂ“@men,
founded in 1830 under the presidericy of
a former president of Miami, Dr. Scott;
father of Caroline Scott who later be-
came the wife of President Benjamin
Harrison, a Miami alumnus. Oxford Col-
lege after a long and honorable history
recently (1929) merged with Miami Uni-
versity and so continues in wider fields,
while at the same time insuring con-
tinuance of its memory.

Miami University, with which our par-
ticular interest at this time lies, was pro-
vided for by Act of the General Assem-
bly of Ohio on the 17th of February,
1809, in conformance with the provisions
of a grant by Congress, in 1792, of a
tract of land to be devoted to furthering
higher education in the states. Being un-

iy

| idd

able to sell the tract and use the funds
therefrom for the establishment of a
college in some other part of the state,
the legislature at length decided to use
it as the site of the institution. The name,
Miami University, was selected with a
view to pleasing the settlers of the sur-
g Miami River valley, and the
f rude log huts wh1c11 at

; oard of Trustees, four-

=

o-gfithe new institutions.But during
these years the pioneer farmers of the
Miami Valley had been attracted to the
established site of their promised college,
that their sons might not lack educational
advantages as would be their fate if they
should live too far from some center of
higher learning. The new college adver-
tised in the pages of the newspapers of
the region, and doubtless many a youth
and his parents felt a new surge of am-
bition upon perusing the crabbed, inky
paragraphs which set forth the unex-
celled features of cheapness and excel-
lence to be found so generously, accord-
ing to the advertisements, at Miami Uni-
versity.

The first five classes after the opening
of the university, averaged only ten or

The LAMP of Delta Zeta

23



eleven graduates. Many young men could
not enter college until they were twenty-
one or even older; some few entered at
thirty, a few graduated even at forty.
The rigors of those days were such that
many an eldest son must help set his
brothers and sisters on their feet finan-
cially before he was free to go out and do
what he wanted for himself. In case that
was a college education, he delayed not
nor hesitated because he might be past
his callow teens when he could find the
leisure or freedom to enter college. Th

it was no wonder that Miami was ¢ almw

ing to be a college of “Elect Student
or that she won for herself the na
“The Yale of the West.” Affectionate
bestowed subtitles have been Miami’s i1
abundance. Among the later (mes
“T'he Mother of Statesmen,” for
quired a ]ong and 1mpoq1ng list of &
prominent in the ministiry, in-pu
national life. Among thenia
be mentioned President Ha
law Reid, Calvin <S. Bri ndrex

Harris, John W. Noble, A‘Q\ :ral R \

and the Hon. H. M.~ M h—ex\)
/inl}; 25-to

e 2 c—

#

om
rison, WAhite

has also set aside o &, as
the birthday of Dr. & irey,
who was on her \ e time/when
he was compiling the erial for'his

famous readers.
The record of Miami T
long the record of a“small
failed for years to pro
she should have, becau
appropriations given
which had created her. I
of vicissitudes, she was serve
strength and devotion by a series @
perior Christian ministers who as presi-
dents of Miami gave her the best they
had, whatever might be their occasional
shortcomings in dealing with the strictly
human weaknesses of their students. Her
faculty was almost without exception, of
high intelligence and superior character;
the latter in special meaning, as many
were ordained ministers. Despite any
shortcomings, Old Miami was character-
ized by spirited students and intensely
loyal ones. A charming account of the
early years of the university is given by

e f \her

Dr. W. H. Upham (Miami '97) in his
book “Old Miami.”

During the Civil War Miami struck
the lowest ebb of her history. She was a
borderline college ; both North and South
were represented in her student ranks,
and men marched from her shady cam-
pus to wear both the blue and the gray.
Though the faculty remained to carry
on, and though some students remained
to keep the doors opened throughout the
war (86 at lowest enrollment), the after-
was too much, and with Commence-
1873 she was compelled to close

and cease to function. But now
ridls, and her alumni were awak-

d, and)through their efforts the Uni-
\ ity again began classes in 1885 and
! }l-y Ilal]:ll regained her former
strength; though not without an uphill
str ogle on the part of those who would
\ /ot give up their faith in her ; and valiant

sacrifice from her executives.
mUnder the presidency of Dr. R. W.
) McTarland, new progress began and
during the later administration of Dr.
W. O, Thompson and Dr. Guy Potter
Benton, marked and enduring advances
were made. This growth and progress
has continued under the direction of
IDr. Rayond Hughes and Dr. W. H.
Upham. State appropriations worthy of
the name have-put Miami on a firm basis
financially. Broade licies and modern
methods haée be sty ed %

began At
ew Mia

(meng
er

= 30

e

n't"
’addltl() s and advances. I'rom the
almost tinbelievable enrollment of 86,
during the Civil War, the university now
claims 4000 students. The library has
grown from 1296 volumes to well over
65,000. From one small two-story build-
ing, “Old Main” there have grown fifteen
splendid buildings on a campus of 147
acres, the total original cost of buildings
and equipment being $1,218,000.00.

It is not, however, in buildings and
equipment that Miami claims her great-
est riches. Rather it is in the spirit of her
sons and daughters, the richness of their

ways )7&1 the foundations for the
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memories and in her traditions of service
and valor and inspiration, that she stands
enthroned in the life of her country. She
still ranks, comparatively, as a small uni-
versity. But hers has been a big service.
Not only because she is dear to us as
the cradle of Delta Zeta, but also because
of the fact that Miami is a college of the
Middle West, the same type as many
others in which Delta Zeta located her
chapters, this sketch of Miami is giv
here to serve as an indication of the
of the universities where our
chapters were installed. The his
the growth of Miami is the history
measure, of the growth of such
universities as Ohio State, Indians
Pauw, Iowa and Nebraska The inflgence

fraternities.” Within /i
founded, before 1860;
known far and wide'as t
Beta Theta Pi, foundegi
ta Theta, 1848, and

silon, Delta
Epsﬂon and
these, the *

the sturdy character, the definite inter-
relation of these three and much of their
later policy and history, is undoubtedly
the result of Miami influence. They were
the western-most of all college fraterni-
ties at their founding date and the west-
ern spirit and tradition, the decidedly
progressive organization and history,
has marked them throughout the years.

Even so, Delta Zeta, though many
vears the junior of these, first three so-

cieties, has inherited much that was in-
herited by them. Although Ohio claims
the distinction of having the first college
which from its foundation offered women
equal educational opportunity with men
(Oberlin, founded 1833) and though
hers is a splendid and generous educa-
tional system, still even here opportu-
nities for women lagged far behind those
for men. Miami University was already

p—advanced in history and tradition when
Tibm 1892 she first accepted women into her

prmal department, only. It was another
TpATS before women could recelve full

to Miami women of today
1902, and the founders of

ity in Miami of
ention and their

apter at Wooster

added by 1911. ) Even admxttmrr that in-
ter-college relations then were nothing
like those we know today, it is incon-
ceivable that these girls would not know
something of the already existing chap-
ters and in fact have friends belonging to
them. It remains clear that the sugges-
tion of forming an organization of their
own, their college’s own and not just the
pleasure of belonging to a sorority in
order to give a background for their
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friendship, was from the first a distinct
part of their thought. The stories of the
founders all bear out this idea ; that after
the first casual suggestion, the inspira-
tion to prepare an organization that
could become a national one; leaped into
the foreground of all thoughts and plans.

What they could not foresee, was that
the period in which they were under-
taking this large task was one significant
in general fraternal history for women.
It marks a crisis and a new turn in the
history of the sorority movement. So
bitter had become the opposition to so-
rorities in some localities and colleges; so
general were the charges of strife and
snobbishness caused by sorority and non-
sorority conflict; so precarious was the
situation for the entire sorority cause,
that the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury is important for two things which
saved the day. First of these was the
coming together for the first time, for
peaceful discussion, of sorority represen-
tatives. From this meeting, held, interest-
ingly enough in 1902, has grown the
present Panhellenic Congress. The sec-
ond saving fact was the establishment,
right around the opening of the twentieth
century, of a number of new sororities,
all of which have from the first expressed
a definite aim of service to those outside
the sorority bond as well as the securing
for themselves of sorority privileges; and
with this as a foundation ideal their ad-
vent has been of force in compelling the
reshaping of the course of sororities in
general. Or perhaps it might be safe to
say that the rise of these younger groups
induced a return at least, to original

ideals which had in large part become
quite obscured by later superfluities with-
in the older groups. This younger group
includes Delta Zeta (1902) ; Alpha Gam-
ma Delta courageously taking root at
Syracuse in 1904, and added to, a little
later by Phi Mu and Alpha Delta Pi as
new expressions of already old secret
societies ; then, considerably later, by Al-
pha Delta Theta, Beta Phi Alpha, Theta
Upsilon and the newer entrants into the
N.P.C. world. Courage and vision were
necessary for these organizations in their
infancy; and a tenacious will to justify
their contention that nationalization was
not an unreasonable and outgrown pos-
sibility. They entered the sorority field
at a time when many leaders in sorority
work felt that the field was filled full,
and closed ; that the day for the forming
of any new groups was positively past;
that much, in fact all, pertaining to or-
ganization, had been accomplished; and
that there was actual danger of over-
crowding the sorority field. In 1906 there
were 12 national sororities, with 229
chapters. Today there are 28 members
in full standing in National Panhellenic
Congress, with a total chapter number
of SN ZT.

At Miami alone, Delta Zeta has been
followed by seven others of these groups.
Only two of these belong to the oldest
sorority groups. So it would seem that
the spirit of the New Miami, as that of
the Old Miami, was a pioneer spirit, and
drew pioneers. It has fostered the ideals
which the small colleges seem best able
to fix in the hearts of youth and which
lead to glorious and unselfish service.
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Women and the “*New Miami®

“Beneath the green shade of the sheltering elms
On the field with the fighting team
We work and play with a loyal will,
Bear the banner of thy fame.”

TO THE presidential chair of
Miami University came, in July, 1902,
Dr. Guy Potter Benton. His administra-
tion covered a period of nine years and
was one of great progress for Miami.
The task which faced him in the univer-
sity was an enormous omné, pne demand-
ing his fullest talents. That-heisucceeded
in the peculiar needs of thétime is evi-
denced by a statement made’by Dr.
A. H. Upham in his book?*Old Miami.”
He calls the administration of Dr.
Benton the time when “the old Miami at
last yields place contentedly tojthe new.”

It was very much of the “old”
when Dr. Benton came to ifi; ]
strongly traditional centers suel 20!
leges of this type, time isnof
the calendar alone and;Miam
moved aggressively, foriys
was modern in the ¢o 1( &g
So doubtless the
was more in evi
anyone realised..
makes a pilgrimage
percieves this atmos r\
and customs; and as-a ha E’e 0}' e fito
himself and a,ﬁmber bf Phi *

Theta which had its birthplace at 7\1

it can easily be surmised that Dr. Ben—
ton’s outlook on Miami this first year was
of an earlier cast than that which came
to be his as he took his stride and more
and more brought Miami forward into the
period of development where she actually
belonged. Falling naturally into the
spirit of old Miami and in the compara-
tive quiet and seclusion of the Oxford
village it would be easy to adopt also
the general attitude and feeling of
pioneering.

Among the changes which appeared
swiftly after Dr. Benton’s induction none
was perhaps more drastic than the open-
ing of the university to women students.

.631

\thauc < Tk
ct\\ A f nah

This was one of his first innovations, all
arrangements for the welcoming (by the
administration) of the newcomers being
ready for the fall term of 1902.

No large number appeared this first
yvear and a goodly number of these had
already had some college training else-
Whatever may have been the real
of the men who had always had

c iami heretofore, the an-

_famous ducks to
ery busy with the
, ampus necessities
men’s ()h istian Associa-

ts C‘ b, and just to

Miami University a small num-
y reason of such factors as

ho

previous acquaintance, residence in the

ber

same rooming house, attendance in
classes together, had come to form a
group that was frequently brought to-
gether. In this group were numbered two
girls whose homes were in Oxford, blond
Alfa Lloyd and dark-haired Mabelle
Minton; Julia Bishop and Anne Sim-
mons, friends from nearby Cincinnati;
dainty Mary Collins and brisk Anna
Keen; and now and then Betty Coulter
who also lived near Oxford.

In this first year of women’s equality
with the men there were no ready-made
campus organizations for the coeds, and
being ambitious and capable the girls did
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not long delay in establishing a college
Y.W.C.A.,, forming the Liberal Arts
Club, and in general providing them-
selves with things about which to be
busy.

The new organizations were of course

by the Miami Student as being enjoyed
by the male guests as well. Talking it all
over afterward it was only natural that
the more active of the women students
should have wished that the pleasant so-
cial companionship enjoyed in this one

Dr. Guy Porrer BENTON

quite popular and the Y.W.C.A. cele-
brated its full organization by holding an
evening party—important because the
first ever held on Miami campus. This so-
cial occasion, mild and decorous enough,
was a real landmark to the women who
had fostered the organization and man-
aged the affair, and was even recognised

evening could be perpetuated and given
some more formal setting. They had be-
fore their eyes every day an example of
what could be enjoyed from such com-
panionship, for those were the days when
fraternity ties were distinctly perceived
and exhibited, the four fraternities, Beta
Theta Pi, Phi Delta Theta, Sigma Chi
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Left to right: Julia Bishop, Elizabeth Coulter, Lillian Minton, Luella Crugan, Noble
Miller, Mabelle Minton, Alfa Lloyd, Mary Collins, Anne Simmons,




and Delta Kappa Epsilon, having things
very much their own way in all college
life. There in the big old recitation room
in the east end of Old Main, where the
party had been held, someone voiced the
suggestion, “Why not a sorority for us?”

. . It found ready response in the hearts
of others in the group who, away from
home in a new world, felt the need for
strong ties of friendship.

A few evenings later this group met
with Alfa Lloyd and talked about plans
while enjoying Welsh rare-bit made in
chafing dish quite in the latest fas ion|
Three days later a more practicalsession
was held at the room of Julia Bishop nd
Anne Simmons, on Flower street
the name was chosen, and tenta ive,
colors.

f“J

contains several articles and items of in-
terest to us. The account of the installa-
tion of Dr. Benton is given at some
length, and is prophetic of the splendid
administration he gave the university.
This issue is also the first in which the
recently admitted coeds were given con-
cession, the Board of Editors of the Stu-
dent appointed two women reporters, one
from the Normal School and one from
the university proper. It is interesting to
note that the latter was Bess Coulter.
his same issue contains the following
aragraph in the social department:

A SORORITY

g n S&ptember 19, six of our progressive
’Lcdsmr anized a sorority. It is a local or-
izationiat present but the girls hope to
have_sufficient success to warrant them in

Still three more days passed Qnd pukti chapters in other schools.
an opportunity came to make § aiatic The society is known as the Alpha Delta
nilonhcenent oT ol ere ~ ﬁg’/ ¢ta and their colors are Nile green and old
. : 5 : % 1/.2_x0se.
fair was being held i (03 DEGAON 7 The members of the society at present are
all the CO]lege Worl must attend“and__ Missess Collins, Lloyd, Minton, Keen, Sim-
participate in the n thr dghTthé\" ons, and Bishop.
crowds came paxadi 4 '
chalant, unselfconse - ' ou eg Note that this section gives the date

lieve thelr good acting ') youg
students, carr_vi‘é red‘ )

canes that were eywith
long long ribbon str s of rgse and
green tied to the handles! Whether the
general public or even their-tollege as-
sociates were able tg'grasp the full piean-
ing of all this symbolism matteréd not,

so long as the first P

izers. Shortly afterwar
was hostess at a meet L
tremely important busmess, th

of first neophyte was made and pl is for
the most suitable torment for the first
part of her initiation were made—no
doubt being entertained as to her ac-
ceptance apparently. And happily for us
all, Bess Coulter gave a whole hearted
consent to the invitation to join the Al-
pha Delta Zetas.

Not long afterward, the group made
its social debut with a very beautiful and
elaborate rose reception, given at the
home of Alfa Lloyd.

The Miami Student of October, 1902,

cho e

of the early meeting and organization,
and npt the date which we now use as the
foun - ng.

At ;' at time it was possible for the
pres1dem of the university to have much
closer friendships with his students than
would be possible now, and from the very

\ﬁrst the, girls hadrconfided in and re-
eeived assistance rom r. Benton. With

at brings about action

-ax enthusiagm
m/\%m a wort!Zy ideal, Dr. Benton’s fancy
dwelt idea of inspiring the group

to larger ambitions than merely the form-
ing of a group for local needs and satis-
factions. It was a natural enough sug-
gestion that as Miami’s sons had given
three fraternities for her own, so the
daughters, now just entering, might also
leave a gift of inspiration and friendly
guidance. One could even guess that just
the mellow quality of the fall days on
Miami’s campus would give the final
touch needed to visualize the work as
done and already established in years of
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE DELTA
ZETA SORORITY

State of Ohio

These Articles of Incorporation of the Sorority witnesseth, That we the
undersigned, all of whom are citizens of the State of Ohio, desiring to form a
corporation not for profit, under the general corporation laws of said State, do
hereby certify:

First: The name of said corporation shall be Delta Zeta Sorority.

Second: Said corporation shall be located and its principal business transacted
at Miami University, Oxford, in Butler County, Ohio.

Third: The purpose for which said corporation is formed is as follows: To
build up the character and cultivate the truest and deepest friendship among
its members. To stimulate one another in the pursuit of knowledge and the
attainment of a high standard of morality ; to inculcate elevated sentiments and
noble principles and to afford each other every possible assistance and to
incite all to the attainment of a memorable fame. Grateful to God for His
bountiful gifts, rich blessings and tender mercies do hereby associate ourselves
together under the laws of (the state of) Ohio for the incorporation of secret
societies.

In Wirness WHEREOF, We have hereunto set our hands this twenty-fourth
day of October, a.n. 1902.
(Signed)

Alfa Lloyd

Mary Collins

Anna Louise Keen

Julia Lawrence Bishop

Mabel M. Minton

Anne Dial Simmons

The State of Ohio, County of Butler, L.L.

On this 28th day of October, A.D. 1902, personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a
Notary Public within and for said county the above named Alfa Iloyd, Anna Louise Keen,
Mabel M. Minton, Mary Collins, Julia Lawrence Bishop, Anne Dial Simmons, who each severally
acknowledge the signing of the foregoing articles of incorporation to be his free action and deed,
for the uses and purposes therein mentioned.

Witness my hand and official seal on the day and year last aforesaid.

(Signed) O. P. FiNcH, Notary Public

The State of Ohio, County of Butler, I.L.

I, John S. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas, within and for the county
aforesaid, do hereby certify that O. B. Finch, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing acknowl-
edgment as a Notary Public, was at the date thereof a Notary Public in and for said county,
duly commissioned and qualified and authorized as such to take said acknowledgment, and further,
that I am well acquainted with his handwriting, and believe that the signature to said acknowl-
edgments is genuine.

IN WIiTNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said Court, at
Hamilton this 28th day of October, A.D. 1902.
(Signed) JoHN L. HOFFMAN, JR,, Clerk

I, Lewis C. Laylin, Secretary of State of Ohio, do hereby certify that the foregoing is an
exemplified copy, carefully compared by me with the original record now in my official custody
as Secretary of State, and found to be true and correct, of the Articles of Incorporation of Delta
Zeta Sorority, filed in this office on the 7th day of November, A.D. 1902, and recorded in Volume
92, page 54, of the Records of Incorporations.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my official seal at
Columbus, the Tth day of November, A.D. 1902,
(Signed) LEwis C. LAYLIN
Secretary of State




May, 1903

Left to right: Julia Bishop, Bess Coulter, Lillian Minton, Luella Crugar, Noble Miller,
Mabelle Minton, Alfa Lloyd, Mary Collins, Anne Simmons.

cherished sentiment as part of Miami’s
tradition. Whatever the combination of
forces leading to the idea of national
ambition, it fell on fertile soil and the
necessary preparations were undertaken
with due seriousness.

In an institution of the size Miami
was then, no such undertaking could go
unnoticed by the other members of the
student body. The activities of these six
girls came to the notice of the “Sena-
tors,” an organization of men from the
various fraternities, and a sort of self-
constituted Board of Regulators. They
took it upon themselves to discipline
these presumptuous young women, who
would fain assume for themselves the
honor of emulating the men’s fraterni-
ties, and many were the tricks they
played on the harassed girls. One stole
the constitution from the very hand of
the secretary of the mewly formed or-
ganization, as she walked out of the
president’s office. It is with much delight
that the Founders tell of the pursuit of
the villain by Dr. Benton himself, and
of his winning back the precious docu-
ment, not because of his sprinting abil-
ity, but by the virtue of his official posi-
tion.

Another incident relates that when the
ritual was about to suffer the same ex-
perience, Anna Keen, from whose hands
it had been snatched, resorted to tears
(supposed), which so melted the heart
of the would-be confiscator that he hum-
bly returned the papers, only to see the
sly young damsel walk off, laughing at
his simplicity !

To this day Dr. Coleman, who was
one of these obstreperous Senators, has a
habit of singing, with a twinkle in his
eye, “We love thy sacred shrine—"" when
Mryrs. Coleman is summoned to drop
everything and go forth for Delta Zeta,
and she tells us that was the first line of
a song she was writing when he made
way with it.

However, in spite of the persecutions
of these tormentors, the organization
was prepared: a whistle, grip, and motto
adopled, and the Delta Zeta Sorority was
formed, and was incorporated under the
laws of the State of Ohio.

The articles of incorporation outline
the purpose of the sorority to be—"“To
build up the character and cultivate the
truest and deepest friendship among its
members: to stimulate one another in the
pursuit of knowledge and the attainment
of a high standard of morality: to in-
culcate elevated sentiments and noble
principles, and to afford each other every
possible assistance and to incite all to
the attainment of a memorable fame.” No
mean aim which these six undertook, to
set up for their own and their followers’
attainment!

Soon the men’s fraternities, seeing that
the members of Delta Zeta were indeed
in earnest, and going about the business
of forming a sorority in accepted fashion,
ceased to poke fun at the group, but in-
stead even looked upon it with pride as
another organization to establish one
more Miami tradition. Probably without
taking into serious consideration the com-
petition that must have inevitably come
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from the sororities already in the field,
the Delta Zetas went about laying the
foundation for a Greek-letter organiza-
tion which should have the ideal of na-
tionalism from the very beginning.*
Having formed their organization,
the Delta Zeta girls now began their life
as a Greek organization. Their first pa-
tronesses were Mrs. Benton and Mrs.
Hoke, wife of the newly-elected profes-
sor of Natural History. There were
four members added to the roll: Eliza-
beth Coulter, Noble Miller, Lillian Min-
ton, and Luella Crugar. All four were
members of the Miami girls’ basketball
team, and prominent besides in
Y.W.C.A. and other college activities.
The initiation of these new girls was
duly celebrated with what the chapter
termed a “banquet” and doubtless from
the standpoint of menu it well deserved
the name. Anna Keen Davis, pointing

Juria Bismop AxD AxxNa KreEw
At Erworran HremwaTs

* Although Delta Zeta was the only or-
ganization on the campus which was avowed-
ly a woman’s fraternity, there came into ex-
istence a little later a social club known as
Q.T., members wearing as their badge a
coffin. The two groups, being formed for en-
tirely different purposes, did not come into
any sort of rivalry. About a year later, the
Q.T. group changed their name to a Greek
one and choosing the letters most resembling
Q.T., took the name of Phi Tau, although re-
taining their emblem.

to the picture of the six Founders, how-
ever, reminded us that their strongmind-
edness might be well evidenced in found-
ing a sorority and resisting obstacles,
but that they remained quite unsophisti-
cated in matters of dress. Upon the
momentous occasion of the “chapter”

Juria Bismop
May, 1903

(Founders only) going to sit for its pic-
ture, the photographer made the sugges-
tion that a slight decolletage would make
a more pleasing portrait and five Found-
ers rushed about seeking their lowest-
necked frocks, or mercilessly slashing
out good lace yokes from Sunday bests.
But Anna Keen, thinking the matter
over, decided that such a low neck was
against her convictions and should not
be recorded against her for posterity’s
criticism; hence, for all to see, the high
collar and the firm set of mouth to keep
her convictions as high!

In this first year they gave no formal
social affairs. Their one party was a
big sleigh ride to the home of Mabelle
Minton, twenty miles in the country.
The most exciting part of this evening
was losing their way in the high snow
drifts, so that it was midnight when
they arrived at their destination; not
too late, however, to partake with sharp-
ened appetites, of the bounteous
“spread” which awaited them. Their at-
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tentions this first year were occupied in
perfecting their organization, making
the group a strong unit within itself and
developing its members. The end of the
college year found Delta Zeta upon a
firm financial basis, with members well

Eeworrn Heieuts, 1903

organized, and plans laid for the future
of Delta Zeta as a national organization.

Rushing with Horse and Buggy

In the fall of 1903 only two of the
members were back in college to carry
out the plans of the preceding year. Four
had accepted teaching positions, and
three were claimed by home cares. But
Julia Bishop and Luella Crugar were
not alarmed by the unexpected turn of
things and went to work with good
spirits, and soon added five members to
their ranks. As Miss Crugar’s work was
so heavy as to prevent her from giving
much time to the affairs of Delta Zeta,
Julia Bishop was practically THE so-
rority, had the pleasure of doing the
rushing, using a horse and buggy to take
her prospectives for long trips around
Oxford, and, finally, the honor of being
the treasurer and paying the bills from

her own pocket! With good success in
organizing the new members, the chapter
again began a happy and profitable year.
A letter from one of the initiates of this
year gives a vivid picture of the chapter
at its work and play. Marie Hirst Stokes
writes:

Happy days—that is the first thought that
comes to my mind as it travels back over the
years to that memorable one when I became
a sister in Delta Zeta, for those were happy
days, the happiest memory holds for me and
no doubt for the others who were then my
constant companions. And the next thought,
how I wish I had kept a diary in my college
days! What a help it would be now to bring
into clear relief the picture which the events
of subsequent years have caused to grow
dim in my mind!

One September day of 1903 1 arrived at
the Main Hall of Miami University at Ox-
ford, Ohio, for my first morning at Chapel
services, feeling very strange and shy. Gaz-

Summer 1903

ing timidly about among the many students
assembled in the vestibule, I was delighted
to see two familiar ones, Julia Bishop and
Luella Crugar, two girls T had known in
Cincinnati. They beckoned me and, greeting
me cordially, introduced me to a third girl,
Mary Coulter, who was with them. I noticed
two bits of ribbon, rose and green, peeping
out from under the lapel of Mary’s coat but
of course did not know what they meant.
Later I learned they were the colors of the
Delta Zeta Sorority and the fact that Mary
was a pledge.

Julia and Luella were the only members
of Delta Zeta who had returned to Miami
that fall. They had promptly pledged Mary
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Standing: Helen Gaskill, Daisy Minnich, Marjorie Grant, Elizabeth Coulter, Luella Crugar,
Florence Kerr, Alfa Lloyd, Edith Dininger, Mary Belle Martin.
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Barnett Helen Daniels; Right—Arminta Bachman, Julia Bishop, Anne Simmons,
Noble Miller, Anna Keen, Eva Shellabarger; Foreground—Mildred Law.



Derra Zera CuapTeEr, May, 1904

Left to right: Lilla Stanton, Elizabeth Barnett, Luella Crugar, Jessie Denman,
Mary Coulter, Marie IMirst, Julia Bishop.

whose sister Bess had been their first initiate
of the year before. It was perhaps two weeks
before they pledged anyone else and then they
selected Jessie Denman, Lilla Stanton, and
me. How proud we three were when we re-
ceived our colors! You may be sure they
were worn in conspicuous places! How Julia
and Luella ordered us all around and made
us wait upon them, especially Julia: she was
extremely “bossy.”

Then came initiation day. A number of the
last year’s girls were coming back for it.
Julia ordered Lilla and me to go to the train
to meet Anna Keen and Anne Simmons and
carry their suitcases to their rooms for them.
Lilla and I (who together weighed 190
pounds) hired a horse and buggy so that we
would not wear ourselves out carrying those
suitcases, and drove to the train. Julia was
there and when the two Annas arrived, she
rushed to our buggy standing near by, hur-
ried them into it, jumped into it herself and
drove off, leaving us standing by the station
with the suitcases. That is just an illustration
of the way Julia did things. However, we
paid her back after we were initiated. One
prank was played by getting all the alarm
clocks from the village jeweler, setting them
for ten o’clock and hiding them in the room
where Julia was entertaining an admirer.

These things happened in the unregenerate
days when “foolishness” was a part of the
initiation. Besides Julia and Luella there
were present for the initiation Anna Keen,
Anne Simmons, Noble Miller, Alfa Lloyd,
Bess Coulter, Mary Collins, and Lillian and
Mabelle Minton. And what a grilling time
those girls put us four frightened little initi-
ates through! After that distressing part
came the beautiful impressive time, with the
ceremonial and the beautiful ritual and at the
end the warm greetings of our new sisters.
Our hearts thrilled with the thought of the
wonderful comradeship which had come to
us with the taking of the vows. After that
the banquet and the escorting home of four
tired but happy girls, each treasuring a
glowing pink rose and a rosy dream of happy

hours to come to be spent with the dear new
friends.

And the dream came true! How many
good times we girls had together, how many
hard places we helped each other over. The
foundations of many a lifetime friendship
were laid during this time. Although we had
no sorority house and Miami had no wom-
an’s dormitory at that time and our respec-
tive rooms were far separated, still we main-
tained a unity of existence and built up a
strong sorority spirit. At meetings, our great
purpose, the making of Delta Zeta a National
Sorority, was often brought up, and ways and
means for the furtherance of our object dis-
cussed. The possibility of a chapter at Cor-
nell was often discussed and some inquiry
was made concerning the opportunity there.
No definite steps were taken, however, for we
felt that there was still room for develop-
ment of the mother chapter and that we
needed a little more growth.

One more initiation was held that year
when we added Elizabeth Barnett to our
numbers. Elizabeth was so shy and retiring
that the girls did not get acquainted with
her for some time and so could not till then
discover how charming a personality or what
worth of character she had. When she was
discovered they took steps immediately to
make her one of them and she had the honor
of “having an initiation held for her alone.”

If space permitted, many stories,
touched with humor and sentiment,
smacking faintly of quaintness, all un-
mistakably tinged with the shadow of
the so-called “mauve decade” could be
added to the sketch given above. Some
later historian may well covet the chance
and collect these colorful reminiscenes
as bit by bit they are related by our
Founders and early initiates at conven-
tions and Founders” Day banquets. In-
teresting as they are and important too,
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as they are in presenting the spirit of
that early group, we have seen enough to
sense that the early days of Alpha chap-
ter show not only the enthusiasm of the
pioneer in striking out for unexplored
regions, but the less spectacular, steady
and patient adherence of the settler and
builder in making his own that which
the pioneer showed him. And thus we

turn from the very first days of Alpha
Chapter and shall see how this which
Mrs. Stephenson so aptly calls the first
rose on the bush, shortly was to show
that common characteristic of all roses,
namely, thorns ; or those things which by
any other name would still be recog-
nized as difficulties.
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Early Years

THE year 1905-06 proved to be
a surprising one. In the fall a larger
group than ever before had returned,
was ready to begin what was expected
to be a banner year. The chapter was
living in a house and all began auspi-
ciously, with the pledging of several
new girls.

For the first time none of the founders
had returned to the college chapter, al-
though most were nearby teaching or
at home. But, as often happens, those
who do not do the pioneer work have
not quite the steadfastness to an orig-
inal aim, as those who worked with that
one ambition. Consequently, when Alpha
chapter learned from one or two tenta-
tive efforts that establishing Delta Zeta
as a recognized national sorority was
going to prove a slower and more diffi-
cult task than their roseate dreams had
anticipated, and added the fact that the
other local group had now taken a Greek
name and was actually setting itself up
to rush against Delta Zeta, and perhaps
a few more complications, there arose
an idea of becoming national by joining
some already established organization,
rather than by continuing in the aim of
making Delta Zeta itself a national so-
rority. Taking counsel first among them-
selves and then with Dr. Benton, they
gradually evolved the definite decision to
petition Kappa Alpha Theta, which ap-
pealed to them because of its record as
the oldest Greek-letter organization for
women. Even the alumnea did not refuse
to assent to this plan, realizing the
strong feeling of the younger girls, and
relying upon Dr. Benton’s approval for
making such a change in policy. But
upon sending in to Kappa Alpha Theta
their request to petition for a charter,
they learned with much amazement that
the Phi Tau girls had done the same
thing. Advice was given for the two
groups to combine and try their for-
tunes together. Reluctantly, for Delta
Zeta was precious to them all, they con-
sidered and finally adopted the plan of

union. It was a decision made with tears
on the part of many of them, who were
nearly heartbroken at what seemed to
be the discarding of all that had been
so treasured in their own organization.
Mustering their courage, however, they
burned all the Delta Zeta paraphernalia,
and prepared the petition from the joint
group, the name Phi Tau being used.
This was late in the college year, and
to some of the alumnz was a distinct
shock; for their aim of making Delta
Zeta national had never been entirely
lost, and had quickly revived after the
first request to Kappa Alpha Theta had
showed that their rivals were also seek-
ing a charter. Delay on the part of the
national organization, with finally, a
negative answer, gave to the original
members the opportunity they sought.
When it appeared that another organiza-
tion would have to be petitioned if the
group was to obtain a national charter,
these girls undertook to persuade their
original Delta Zetas to try to delay the
petition until all of them should be out
of college, which would occur in the
spring of 1907. Thus the girls who had
at any time been initiated into the Delta
Zeta group would be graduated and
could then join with their alumnee to
proceed with making Delta Zeta active
and national, leaving those who had been
of the Phi Tau group to proceed with
their petition. This postponement and
division the Phi Tau group did not agree
to; and the college year closed with mat-
ters in great uncertainty.

First Convention, Dayton, Ohio, 1907

During the summer the alumne de-
cided to discuss the outlook and take
some definite action, although they did
not wish to do anything to make their
friends in the college group feel too
strong disapproval of their course. Be-
ing assured by friends in Delta Kappa
Epsilon that they could continue ex-
istence as the corporate body of Delta
Zeta, reorganize an active chapter and
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proceed with their original aim of be-
coming a national organization, they
now proceeded with their meeting. Led
and directed by Elizabeth Coulter,
nineteen girls who attended pledged
themselves to carry out the nationaliza-
tion work. With Eva Shellabarger as
chairman, this meeting was upon mo-
tion declared to be a Convention, and a
national body was then and there estab-

e

Arra Lrovp

lished. Alfa Lloyd was made chairman
of the committee on constitution, and
she with Mary Collins, put in charge of
reviving the chapter at Miami. Eliza-
beth Coulter was given charge of Exten-
sion work. All the business was con-
ducted in an orderly way and when this
First National Convention (!) of Delta
Zeta was closed, there was a strong feel-
ing that although everything had to be
done over, the incentive of working for
Delta Zeta remained, and that the pur-
pose they had cherished from the first
could yet be accomplished.

Reorganization of Alpha Chapter, 1908

In accordance with these plans, Alfa
Lloyd, Mary Collins, Bess Coulter and
Jessie Denman were laying plans in the
summer of 1907 for a new Delta Zeta.
They could work well together because
they all lived in Oxford and were right
on the scene of action. A constitution
was prepared, the ritual rewritten and
plans made to recover certain Delta Zeta

property which had gone astray. When
Miami opened in the fall, Mary Collins
and Alfa Lloyd began their search for
girls to whom they could entrust the
strenuous undertaking of re-establish-
ing the chapter. By January they felt
that they had secured girls with the
needed talent and executive ability, and
thus in the beginning of 1908 Alpha
chapter began to function again, al-
though the formal initiation of the new
members did not take place until June,
when the new ritual was given to Lil-
lian Lloyd, Faye Bunyan, Hazel Bryan
and Lois Pierce, the first to experience
it. In the fall Ruth Gaddis was initiated.
Having had previous experience in a lo-
cal sorority at Ohio Wesleyan, she had
much to contribute to the constructive
work of the year. ... Meantime, follow-
ing her plans for advanced work, Eliza-

Juria Bismop AND ANNE SIMMONS
Quebec, 1907

beth Coulter had gone to Cornell Univer-
sity to study during the year 1907-08;
and true to her trust as extension worker,
she drew about her a small group of
congenial friends who became the char-
ter members of Beta chapter in March,
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1908. Every member of this group was
outstanding in her personal and scho-
lastic attainments, and in addition, the
friendship within the group was remark-
ably close and strong. Great must have
been the pride in Bess Coulter’s heart
when on her birthday, March 14 she,
alone, initiated the five whom she had
chosen to bring the name of Delta Zeta
to Cornell. And enthusiastically was the
news received at Miami, where the tiny
band of Alpha was carefully fanning
back the spark to life.

Oxford First National Headquarters

In the summer of 1908 a second “Con-
vention”” was held, in Oxford. It is not
hard to surmise that it was in reality not
much more than a reunion of Alpha
chapter members, and that its most ex-
citing piece of business would be to hear
from Bess an account of her new chap-
ter, and her future plans. For she had
the distinction at that time of being the
only Delta Zeta who had seen any ex-
cept the Alpha girls; none of the or-
iginal Beta members being able to come
so far “west” even for a sorority con-
vention. And in anticipation of future
extension activity, there was certain
business which must be officially trans-
acted; particularly the formal adoption
of the constitution and ritual which had
been prepared the summer before. Con-
ferences with the officers of Alpha, dis-
cussion of correspondence received from
Beta, concluded the routine of business;
yet it meant a great deal to the two chap-
ters, Alpha and Beta to feel that there
was a national organization planning
for them. Election resulted in the fol-
lowing Council for the next two years:
Grand President, Alfa Lloyd; Grand
Vice-President, Mary Coulter; Grand
Treasurer, Jessie Denman; Grand Sec-
retary, Elizabeth Coulter, all of Alpha
chapter. There was some consideration
of possible extension fields, among them
the University of Cincinnati; but no
definite action was taken, as it seemed
the sorority felt that circumstances of
special import would probably arise,
bringing openings that could be taken

as they came.

One such opening did arise in the
near future. Mabelle Hobart, a member
of Beta Chapter, went to the University
of Minnesota for study. There with the
suggestion and assistance of Miss Coul-
ter, she considered the possibilities for
a new chapter of Delta Zeta. A small
but promising nucleus of some six mem-
bers was found and in the spring pledged

——

ANNE SimymoNs axp Juria L. Bisaor
Quebec, 1907

to membership; to be installed in the
fall as Gamma chapter. During the same
spring however, the Grand President
who had in the meantime become Mrs.
Hayes, had followed openings for chap-
ters at DePauw and Indiana University ;
and finding it possible to gather and in-
stall her groups in short order, she had
duly ushered Delta and Epsilon chapters
into being. When it was found, in the
fall, that a series of misfortunes had
prevented the return of the Gamma
pledges to the university, leaving but
one of them to carry on, and preventing
any installation at that time, Miss Coul-
ter asked that the name Gamma be saved
for Minnesota, and eventually that group
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did arise which claimed the name and
place (May, 1923).

Extensionn for Panhellenic
Qualifications

In this biennium the affairs of Delta
Zeta prospered decidedly. Alpha chap-
ter was very soon recognized as hold-
ing her former place of importance, due
to the energy and enthusiasm with which
her early members advanced her welfare.
Local pride was strong at Miami and
in the town, and the fact that the head-
quarters of the young sorority were es-
tablished here (Constitution, 1908, pro-
viding: The principal place of business
of the Delta Zeta Sorority shall be at Oz-
ford, Ohio), gave Alpha chapter added
prominence. She directed the course of
expansion, provided the installing teams,
and issued the charters. Mrs. Hayes did
the larger part of the travelling to in-
vestigate possible groups and was chief
installing officer, assisted (for Delta and
Epsilon) by Ruth Gaddis and Frances
Knapp. In February, 1910 was estab-
lished Zeta chapter, at the University
of Nebraska. The installation was con-
ducted by Mrs. Hayes alone, hence was
composed largely of the reading of the
secret material. Thus having attained
the five chapters required for member-
ship in National Panhellenic Congress,
Delta Zeta could truly justify her claim
to national standing and the recognition
for it. The official notification of accept-
ance for N.P.C. membership did come
soon, June 1910, but just before this
time, one extra chapter was added for
good measure ; Eta, at Baker University.
When this group was installed, May 23,
1910, by members of Zeta chapter, it re-
ceived the last of the charters issued un-
der the old Constitution by Alpha col-
lege chapter. For with the Convention
of 1910, Alpha relinquished control of
the sorority management, and the Grand
Council elected at that time took full
charge of all matters of government, ex-
tension and national concern. The “old
days” were over. Safely through the
gauntlet of tests at last, Delta Zeta was
ready to show what should be her con-

tribution and her achievements in the
larger field of Panhellenism.

Growth and Expansion

Following her entrance as a full
fledged member of Panhellenic, Delta
Zeta began a period of greater growth;
growth, of course, in such an organiza-
tion meaning extension. With special at-
tention to entrance into leading state
universities, she added in the next few
years chapters at the state universities
of Ohio (1911), Towa (1914), Washing-
ton (1914), California (1915), Louisi-
ana (1917), Wisconsin (1918), North
Dakota (1918), Oregon (1920). Along
with these came some groups in munici-
pal and denominational colleges: Nu, at
Lombard, (1915), Xi at Cincinnati, and
Omicron at Pittsburgh, (1917), Pi at
Eureka, (1917), Rho at Denver,
(1917), Franklin, (1920). Three chap-
ters were established at State Agricul-
tural Colleges: Lambda at Kansas State
Agricultural College, (1914), Phi at
Washington State, (1919), and Chi at
Oregon State, (1919). During this pe-
riod of formation, extension was re-
garded variously by chapters according
to their sectional or educational tradi-
tions ; and because Delta Zeta was still
very young and imbued with the spirit
of democracy, those who were guiding
extension tried sincerely to allow each
chapter full consideration for any opin-
ion honestly held, whether it meant ac-
cord with their plans or not. Thus the
actual placing of the new chapters
showed no apparently definite regional
preference nor in fact any strongly
decided trend toward any one policy
of extension. The plans of the extension
committee were more consciously di-
rected, but the fulfillment of them en-
countered obstacles which made of the
final results only an incomplete demon-
stration of the working plans.

Probably the greatest single obstacle
in early extension was the lack of suffi-
cient financial backing to make possible
the visits, the contacts, which openings
suggested and needed. Thus in 1911 an
opportunity for a chapter at the Univer-
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sity of Minnesota was again lost; this
time because the petitioning group felt
that after bearing the expenses of in-
stallation it would not have sufficient
funds to plunge at once into the fall
rushing; a request to know what assist-
ance could be expected from the na-
tional treasury brought the regretful re-
ply that it could offer nothing; and with
reluctance Kappa Zeta was forced to
abandon its hopes of coming into Delta
Zeta. In 1913-14, there was extensive
correspondence between Mabelle Min-
ton, then extension chairman, and Mrs.
Brandenburg, a patroness of Alpha
chapter, who was then on a visit to her
native state of Kansas. She was an alum-
na of K.S.A.C. and member of one of
the locals there; and being sincerely in-
terested in Delta Zeta’s advancement,
she undertook to do some investigation
at the state university at Lawrence, and
at her own Alma Mater. In the latter
case she was successful, with assistance
from Mrs. Shugart, in forming a local
group, Zeta Omicron, which petitioned
for a charter and was installed in the
spring of 1915, almost simultaneously
with chapters of Tri Delta, Pi Beta Phi
and others ; thus giving us Lambda chap-
ter. But developments at the state uni-
versity needed more than Mrs. Branden-
burg was able to give and more than the
sorority was able to finance. Hence a
good opening was postponed for too
many years.

During these years when the treasury
was in process of being developed, and
extension, like the stepchild, was prac-
tically left out in the cold, each extension
committee had to devise some plans for
raising its own funds. This first took
the form of soliciting funds from alum-
nz; developing into a “Buy a Brick”
campaign in the years 1914-15. Alum-
na were urged to contribute any sum
from one dollar up, to be credited as a
building brick in the sorority. A respect-
able sum was thus secured, a number
of “bricks” being bought in the name of
husbands and children as well as mem-
bers; but the work of promoting and
collecting was arduous and the income

uncertain at best. At 1914 Convention
each chapter was urged to undertake to
secure or to finance the installation of,
one chapter. Thus Lambda became part-
ly the gift of the Cincinnati alumne
chapter; and Delta’s gift to the sorority
was Nu at Lombard College.

But with time came greater financial
security, and by the time of the 1920
Convention, the sorority was able to pay
the expenses of those who made visits
and installed chapters, and the installa-
tion expenses had been so budgeted that
from that time on the new chapter’s pay-
ment to the national treasury was ade-
quate to cover all expense incurred in its
installation and prior investigation with
but few exceptions. Now the growth of
the sorority makes it possible for almost
any institution to be visited by a national
or province visitor on the budget allowed
for travelling, without adding undue ex-
pense to her mileage.

The 1920 Convention, first to meet
after the World War had caused gen-
eral upheaval of conditions, took an ul-
tra-conservative stand on extension with
particular emphasis on the two years
just ahead. But the rapid recovery of
all college institutions induced a more
favorable attitude at 1922 Convention,
and as the delegates were there given
a study of extension activities along
Panhellenic lines, and the special possi-
bilities and needs of Delta Zeta were
made clear to them, this increased in-
formation went far to clearing away
prejudice and discrimination. A map of
the country showing the growth and dis-
tribution of Delta Zeta chapters, gave
concrete support to the need for consid-
ered expansion. The sorority had evi-
dently suffered no special harm in its
more or less undirected plan of expan-
sion, but the results of it were that Beta
at Cornell was very much isolated; the
entire south untouched except for Sig-
ma, remotely located in Louisiana; and
(although some of this was due to geo-
graphical conditions the sorority could
not alter) the five chapters in the west
were removed from the rest of the so-
rority by an extremely wide stretch of
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“great open spaces.” Thus thoughtful
attention to extension needs became a
major item of business at this conven-
tion, and when Georgia Chandler
Hornung, then extension chairman, pre-
sented four new petitions to be consid-
ered the convention body was ready to
receive them with open minds and in-
formed ones. Fortunately these four
petitions came from institutions which
would help in rounding out the scope
of the sorority, and represented a for-
ward step in guided expansion. Chapters
at Adelphi (Alpha Zeta) and George
Washington University (Alpha Delta)
gave strength to the east; Alpha Epsilon
at Oklahoma State College helped bridge
the gap between Kansas and Louisiana;
and Alpha Gamma at the University of
Alabama brought Sigma a few steps
nearer the Delta Zeta center of popula-
tion. The installation of these chapters,
in the fall of 1922, was a great satisfac-
tion. The establishment of chapters at
Michigan (Alpha Eta, January 1923),
University of Kentucky (Alpha Theta,
May 1923), and the University of
Southern California (Alpha Iota, No-
vember 1923), further increased the
symmetry of distribution. The estab-
lishment of alumnz groups to give as-
sistance and backing to these new chap-
ters was also of great importance in
making sure the growth of the new chap-
ters.

The admission of these new chapters
indicated an increased willingness on
the part of the chapters to consider new
petitioning groups. In common with
other sororities, Delta Zeta was for the
next several years, offered almost an
embarrassment of excellent openings,
and went into a period distinguished by
the immense volume of correspondence
on extension with would-be petitioners,
from which but comparatively few could
be encouraged to hope for a charter.

Period of Greatest Extension Activity

In the biennium 1922-24 there was
much interest in new groups offered from
the southeast: although the west and
midwest were also represented on the

accepted petitions list. Realizing the
earnest wish of these new groups to take
their place in the sorority as soon as
possible, and feeling that it would prove
beneficial to have them under full guid-
ance as quickly as they were ready, spe-
cial attention was given to providing as-
sistance from some competent member
for as many of the new groups as could
be given it, and installations were
speeded up to allow the new chapters
representatives at the 1924 Convention.

The institutions selected and the
chapters installed in them, in this pe-
riod, were: Syracuse University (Alpha
Kappa), St. Lawrence University (Al-
pha Mu), University of Maine (Alpha
Upsilon), in the east. In the south were
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College (Al-
pha Xi), Brenau (Alpha Omicron),
Howard College (Alpha Pi), Florida
State College for Women (Alpha Sig-
ma) ; new additions in the west were at
the University of Colorado (Alpha
Lambda) and the University of Texas
(Alpha Tau). The lifting of the ban on
national sororities at Ohio Wesleyan
found Delta Zeta receiving petitions al-
most at once, from three groups there;
but preference was given to the revived
Kappa Gamma Delta, the local of which
Ruth Gaddis Jeffries had been a mem-
ber years before. This group became Al-
pha Rho of Delta Zeta. Alpha Nu Chap-
ter at Butler was installed in the spring
of 1924, ready to move with the college
to its new campus. Thus the Convention
of 1924, assembling at Evanston, found
forty-three college chapters answering
to roll call.

Reaching the Last Corner of the
Country

Naturally enough the next biennium
called for intensive rather than exten-
sive development; but charters were
granted to four more groups on which
work had begun under Mrs. Hornung
and developed to completion under the
administration of Edythe Wilson Thoe-
sen who took up extension work in 1926.
These groups served to fill out remain-
ing gaps and were of interest for various
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distinguishing circumstances. Alpha Phi
Chapter, at the University of Kansas,
was the product of official colonization
work ; Alpha Psi, at Southern Methodist
University, also represented coloniza-
tion, of a slightly different type, by
alumne ; Alpha Chi at the University of
California at Los Angeles, was like Al-
pha Nu, in anticipation of a move to a
new campus; while Alpha Omega at
Millsaps College filled another gap in
the long line south of the Mason-Dixon
line. With the establishment of these
chapters Delta Zeta chapters were lit-
erally in the four corners of the nation.

Extension in a List of Selected Colleges

When in 1926 Fannie Putcamp Smith
took charge of extension for the sorority,
it was clear that future extension would
have to be made from carefully re-
stricted choice unless the chapter roll
were eventually to become all too
lengthy. Mrs. Smith undertook this
problem with the thorough and logical
methods characteristic of her scholarly
training. She prepared a survey of all
colleges open to sororities, in which Del-
ta Zeta had no chapter. From those not
obviously already filled, she further
listed and classified these colleges ac-
cording to their educational recognition,
endowment, desirability from the stand-
point of geographical or general need of
the sorority. From the completed list the
Council made a list of colleges approved
as possible fields of extension. Thus Mrs.
Smith was able to do away with needless
correspondence by simply informing an
inquiring group that its college was not
on the selected list, if such were the case;
or in case of an inquiry from an ap-
proved institution, she could save delay
and make her preliminary investigations
promptly. At the same time the sorority
having approved this procedure, could
know that it would not be called upon
to consider petitions from any except in-
stitutions really wanted upon the chap-
ter roll in preference to other possible
openings. This method was eflicient and
workable. The chapters installed under
its operation have been: Beta Alpha

(Rhode Island State College; local work
begun under Mrs. Hornung) ; Beta Beta,
University of Mississippi, just reopen-
ing to sororities; Beta Gamma, Univer-
sity of Louisville; Beta Delta, Univer-
sity of South Carolina, where a former
ban was taken off; Beta Epsilon, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania ; Beta Zeta, Uni-
versity of Utah; Beta Eta, Swarth-
more College, since inactive by aboli-
tion of sororities from campus; Beta
Theta, Bucknell College (work be-
gun under Mrs. Smith, 1926-28, but
completed under Miss Reinle, 1928-30) ;
Beta Iota, University of Arizona; Beta
Kappa, Iowa State College, and Beta
Lambda, University of Tennessee. This,
the newest of our college chapters, was
installed in September of 1933, under
the direction of Lucille Crowell Cooks,
who succeeded Lisette Reinle, in 1933,
as Extension Vice-President. And thus
is completed the roll call of the college
chapters of Delta Zeta. What the policy
of the future will be, whether conditions
will compel all sororities to increase
their chapter rolls to the seventy and
eighty mark; or whether the results of
the economic depression now passing
over, will limit the extent of sorority ex-
tension generally ; whether the advent of
new member-sororities in N.P.C. will
tend to divert some of the need for con-
sidering petitions from the older groups,
or whether the opening in the future of
desirable new institutions will bring new
situations—are  developments about
which only theorizing can now be done,
and which must be left to the disclosures
made by passing years.

The increase in experience and effi-
ciency in the handling of administrative
problems, the lessening of the stress on
national officers by adequate develop-
ment of the province system, will, it is
certain, make possible the handling of
an organization of a scope far in excess
of what the sororities of generations past
would have considered even remotely
possible. The excellence of the institu-
tions represented on the chapter roll of
Delta Zeta has long been a matter of
pride to the sorority, contributing as it
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undoubtedly does, to the strength of the
entire organization. This discrimination
in placing chapters where the conditions
and attitude of the college are favorable
to the best development, will naturally
be continued. The Delta Zeta constitu-
tion formerly required the ratio of two
chapters in “A” grade institutions, to
each one in a “B” grade institution. This
ratio was always more than to the letter
kept; and as a part of the written con-
stitution has since been dropped. Delta
Zeta has wisely not confined herself to
any one type of institution. A preponder-
ance of chapters are in state universities,
but she has provided for herself unity

with diversity by allowing a reasonable
representation of municipal and agricul-
tural institutions and especially of the
smaller, denominational colleges, with
their essential fitness for sorority life.
This influence is perhaps the one of all
others which might be studied as of ad-
vantage in future extension. Of the fifty-
nine institutions in which Delta Zeta has
established chapters, nearly all are mem-
bers of the American Association of
University Women ; twenty-seven of her
chapters are on the roll of institutions
having Phi Beta Kappa chapters, and
eleven are on the list of the Carnegie
Foundation.
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Founders and Patron

“Who sows good seed shall surely reap,
The year grows rich as it grows old;
Life’s latest sands are sands of gold.”

ALPHA Chapter’s historian
(writing in 1983), begins her story of
the chapter’s inception thus: “Only the
restless came.” And thus concisely does
the girl of today give a pen-picture of
her ideas of that generation to which her
mother belonged. It comes over her with
a shock of surprise that the women of
1902 whom she meets in certain fiction
as “Within This Present” (Margaret
Ayer Barnes), or in history “Our Times”
(Mark Sullivan) and “The Mauve Dec-
ade” (Thomas Beer) are actually the
contemporaries of her mother when
mother was daughter’s age! and that
many a pictured generalization in the
pages of these books is simply a matter
of familiar memory to mother and Aunt
Dora. And the picture of the girl of 1902
as given in our tableaux and style shows,
with high pompadour, choker collars,
Gibson girl figures, is not exactly the
picture of the spirit of that day, if we
can believe Mr. Thomas Beer. For, let
us note, that intrepid castigator of the
the smug complacence of the closing
years of the nineteenth century, which
he scornfully terms the Mauve Decade,
is compelled in spite of all his honest
denunciations, to spare the American
woman from his onslaughts.

Instead, he shows her to us as indomi-
table, fearless, of a mold sufficiently
heroic to lend to her suffrage parades,
mass meetings and other manifestations
of her militant and robust spirit, a glam-
our and a romance all the more remark-
able in view of the fact that her efforts
were uncannily productive of practical
results. The spirit which prompted these
expressions of a desire for a broader out-
let for energy and interest, could not but
be reflected in the contemporary activi-
ties of the daughters and younger sisters
of the older woman. The girl in her teens,

too, craved action, excitement, whatever
would satisfy her insistent longing for
some creative task, release her imagina-
tion and her intellect, bring her beauty
and vivid contacts, in short, set free the
nature that had been neglected and
thwarted by the supremacy of pragma-
tism.

Conservative midwesterners, in the
dawn of the twentieth century, cautious-
ly let down the last of the sheltering and
hampering barriers that had protected
their young women. Strongholds of the
mauve decade tottered ever faster and
faster. When in 1902 Miami University
admitted women to its sacred portals, a
few valiant “coeds,” daughters, a num-
ber of them, of the sons of old Miami,
made up the first year’s enrollment of fe-
male students. Dr. Guy Potter Benton,
under whose inaugural auspices this in-
novation was realized, marked a final
step in the thorough equalization of the
men and women students when he had
the daring to assist in the formation of
a “woman’s fraternity.”

It was a group of these first coeds on
the Miami campus, who raised the youth-
ful standard that brought a new van-
guard to Miami University. From the as-
sembling of two or three friends who
carefully brought others until there was
a group six in number, came a bold
thought. There were conferences, discus-
sions—deep sessions with the wise coun-
selor Dr. Guy Potter Benton, whose
friendly encouragement from presiden-
tial heights gave them courage and a
wide vision. Finally, a formal state-
ment, much in the style of the period:
“Grateful to God for His bountiful
gifts, rich blessings, and tender mer-
cies, do ordain and establish this Consti-
tution of the Delta Zeta Sorority.” Delta
Zeta was founded.
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Our Founders*

Alfa Lloyd ®
Mary Collins

Alfa Lloyd Hayes

ALFA LLOYD HAYHRS,
daughter of Thomas C. and Flora Lloyd,
was born at Camden, Ohio, October 24,
1880. Her parents’ later removal to Ox-
ford for residence gave Alfa her high
school days in Oxford, and continuing
her education at the famous institution,
Oxford College for Women, she was
graduated therefrom in the spring of
1902, with the degree of Bachelor of
Arts. With many other seekers after
knowledge she registered at Miami Uni-
versity the following fall with the in-
tention of doing work for the degree of
Bachelor of Pedagogy.

It was not long until she was one of
a group of six friends. Feeling proud
of historic Miami and her record as
Mother of Fraternities, she was imbued
with the proposal binding all these
friends into still closer ties and making
of them the first woman’s fraternity at
Miami. Several preliminary meetings
with this object in view were held in
the Lloyd home. Iinally all plans came
to a focus when in the rooms of Mary
Collins these friends pledged themselves
to this purpose and laid out a definite
plan of action.

When the first business meeting was
held after the charter for the organiza-
tion had been granted by the State of
Ohio, Alfa Lloyd was chosen president.
For one year she wielded the scepter of
office firmly and well. The seriousness
with which the first president regarded
Delta Zeta as well as her position of
general favorite made the new Sorority
acceptable and a real addition to the
society of the college. The close of her
year as president saw Delta Zeta well
started upon her life journey, with a

* Material for these biographies drawn
largely from Mss. of Elizabeth Coulter

Stephenson as submitted to 1918 Council
Meeting.

Anna Keen
Julia Bishop

& Mabelle Minton
Anne Simmons

membership of nine, a clean record
financially and an accepted place in the
life of the university.

Upon leaving Miami she found her
time fully taken in assisting her father
in his business and in fulfilling her social
obligations as one of the prominent
young women of the town. She kept her
interest, however, in the Sorority she
had helped to found. She aided the chap-
ter in every way she could and lost no
opportunity to meet new girls and help
make them at home. Her experience,
tact and cordial manner were of great
value to Delta Zeta in acquiring new
members. During the re-organization of
the chapter in 1907 Alfa Lloyd worked
with the greatest zeal to make Delta
Zeta again a force in the college com-
munity.

In 1908 in the month of June, Miss
Lloyd was married to Mr. Orison H.
Hayes, a rising young lawyer of Indian-
apolis. They had met while Alfa was
visiting friends in that city and after
a brief engagement plighted their troth
in the Miami Auditorium, now Benton
Hall. Being married in this building was
significant in its sentiment as Mr. Lloyd
had designed and built the edifice. It
was a most unusual as well as beautiful
wedding, being the first and only wed-
ding ceremony ever performed in the
Auditorium. It was besides, a Delta
Zeta wedding, made more lovely by the
use of the Delta Zeta colors and roses
as well as by the assistance of Delta
Zeta girls. Above all it was a notable
wedding because of the position, popu-
larity and attractions of the bride.

The young people went to Indian-
apolis, to make their home and at once
became popular in society and became
social leaders. August 1, 1910, their son
Orison Lloyd was born and Mrs. Hayes
added to her other accomplishments that
of a devoted mother. Although devoted
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to home, husband and child she found
time to engage in many social and phil-
anthropic activities. Her zeal for the
welfare of Delta Zeta never flagged after
her marriage but at great inconvenience
to her home life she made many trips
to establish new chapters.

In June, 1908, at the second National
Convention of Delta Zeta, in Oxford,
she was made Grand President and
served in that capacity for four years,
struggling with the discouragements that
naturally arise in the early life of any
young organization. Due to her efforts
Delta, Epsilon, Zeta and Eta chapters
were organized, the two latter being
organized by her in a time when she was
disturbed by ill health. She presided at
the next convention held in Indianapolis
in 1910 and also at the 1912 Convention
at Winona Lake. At the former she was
re-elected to hold office for two years and
during the next year proceeded to put
the now national Sorority upon a better
working basis. At the Winona Conven-
tion she was elected to the position of
N.P.C. delegate, National Historian and
National Inspector. Not the least of her
work was that as N.P.C. delegate; she
made Delta Zeta known to the fraternity
world nationally.

She held office in Delta Zeta for a
period of eight continuous years of ac-
tive service. Not less important was her
work in the clubs of Indianapolis. She
was a member of the Monday Club, an
organization meeting for the purpose of
the study of literature. For two years
she was the president of the Indiana
branch of Oxford College Alumne.
Throughout this time she was chairman
of the committee for raising $1,000 for
the endowment fund of Oxford College.
During this busy time she helped organ-
ize the first alumne chapter in Indian-
apolis for Delta Zeta. She was also one
of the leaders in forming in this city the
City Panhellenic.

Mrs. Hayes was, after her removal
from Indianapolis to Washington, D.C.,
a charter member of the alumnz chapter
established there, and when she again
changed her residence to Cambridge,

ArFa Lrovyp Haves

Mass., she continued to take an active
part in Panhellenic circles.

In the spring of 1924 she assisted

with the installation of Alpha Kappa
chapter at Syracuse University, and her
presence at the national convention held
in Evanston the following June was a
great event for the scores of young mem-
bers to whom until that time our Found-
ers had been mysterious and mythical
individuals known by name only. .
Now that Mrs. Haves has taken up her
residence in Evanston she is in close
touch with Alpha Alpha chapter and the
Chicago Alumne Chapter. At 1930 and
1933 conventions she was surrounded
with younger sisters delighting in her
reminiscences of early days; and the
Fashion Show of the 1933 Convention
was vividly illustrated by the gowns
which formed part of Alfa Lloyd’s col-
lege wardrobe and those in the trousseau
of young Mrs. Hayes, first Grand Presi-
dent of Delta Zeta.

Mary Jane Collins Galbraith

Mary Collins was born in Fremont
City, Ohio, December 27, 1879, being
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the fourth child of James and Maude
Rosanna Collins. Mr. Collins was a
descendant of one of the earliest colo-
nists of Virginia who had come to that
state in 1619. Mrs. Collins was a de-
scendant of a family of German nobility,

Mary CorrINs GALBRAITH

her grandfather being the son of a noble-
man of the name of Von Zeurlinden.
Mrs. Collins’ ancestors came to the
United States in 1835 and settled in
Ohio, in Delaware county. Mary’s
grandfather was one of the “Forty-
niners” who went to California. Mr.
Collins’ family came from Virginia in
1860 and settled near Springfield, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Collins were married in
1870 and settled on a farm near Fremont
City. Here Mary first saw the dawn.

Among her brothers and sisters Mary
spent a happy girlhood and attended
grade and high school in Fremont City.
For a time after her graduation she
taught in the public school. Then in
1902 when the fame of the Teachers’
College at Miami University had reached
her ears she came to Oxford to add to
her talent for teaching by professional
training.

Essentially feminine, dainty and re-
fined was Mary Collins as she joined
the ranks of the students of Miami.
“Lady Mary,” her nick-name is as de-
scriptive of her as a more wordy pen
picture would be. To the mind of the
writer “Fluffy Ruffles” also is descrip-
tive of her type. Of average height and
slight figure, with oval face framed by
lovely dark wavy hair, her deep brown
eyes were her chief facial charm. Her
nature was most gentle and sweet but
was not lacking in firmness. As soon as
she came to Miami she made friends
with the other charter members of Delta
Zeta. Her room at Mrs. Bradley’s was
a central location and so made a most
convenient meeting place for the young
organizers to discuss business. Conveni-
ence was not the only attraction to this

Mary Corrins GarBrarra TopnAy

place for the charm of the hostess would
have brought them together very often
anyway.

The contribution of Mary Collins to
Delta Zeta at this time is no small one
and yet it is hard to define. Just as the
charm of a beautiful, refined woman in
its effect upon society is hard to define,
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just so is the influence of Mary Collins,
a woman of the most delicate sensibili-
ties, illusive and intangible as it is, yet
had a tangible effect upon the moulding,
strengthening and perpetuation of the
organization to which she gave her best
efforts. The influence of one individual
upon another is hard to analyze yet it
is one of the most potent influences in
society. The early organization of Delta
Zeta benefited from the influence of
Mary Collins whose presence always
made each one feel a better, kinder
woman.

The influence of Mary Collins did not
cease with her departure from Miami,
but upon accepting a position in the
primary department of the Oxford
Schools she was ever near at hand to
help guide and direct the young Delta
Zetas. Her talent as a teacher was un-
usual and she was most successful in
this position which she held for three
yvears. Thereupon she left for a more
lucrative position in the public schools
of Columbus, Ohio. While thus engaged
as a busy teacher she went to work with
a will and organized Theta chapter at
Ohio State University in Columbus, a
chapter which has been a very great ad-
dition to Delta Zeta. This was a tangible
contribution to Delta Zeta and a most
important one. Never did her interest
and influence in the chapter lag even
when, after four years she gave up her
work in Columbus schools to go West.

In the fall of 1911 she went to Cody,
Wyo., where she taught for some time
with great interest and pleasure in her
novel surroundings. In the fall of 1915
she entered Michigan State Normal Col-
lege from which institution she was
graduated in June, 1916. She at once
accepted a position as critic teacher in
the County Normal at Hartford, Mich.

June 24, 1919, Miss Collins married
George Galbraith and now makes her
home in Columbus, Ohio.

Though not numbered among those
holding official positions in Delta Zeta
since her marriage, Mary Collins has re-
mained in close and loyal touch with her
sisters in Columbus. When in 1928, the

ANNA Keexn Davis

national council endeavored to gather
again all six Founders with their young-
er sisters, it was a delight to have Mary
Collins Galbraith among those who re-
sponded to the invitation. All expecta-
tions of the younger members as to
“Lady Mary” were fully met when they
saw her actually among them, beautiful
in her white-haired youthfulness, charm-
ing in her interest and sympathy. It
was her special privilege to act as official
conductress from Columbus to conven-
tion of the two students from the Delta
Zeta school at Vest, and her tact and
simplicity in making easy and friendly
the contacts between the members of the
sorority and these two inexperienced
children of the mountains gave a perfect
demonstration of what Mary Collins had
to offer in the early days of Delta Zeta.

Anna Louise Keen Davis

A ray of sunshine was brought into
the life of Delta Zeta by Anna Louise
Keen. A brief sketch such as this fails
to give the picture of the bright face,
quick intelligence of mind, bright ener-
getic spirit and beauty of character
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which this one of the Founders of Delta
Zeta has. “None knew her but to love
Her.”

Her parents were Moses Keen and
Margaret Murphy Keen who were sweet-
hearts in the school at Milford, Ohio and
at the age of eighteen were married. The

Axwa Krex Davis Topay

far west lured them to a search for
wealth in the fertile soil of Kansas,
where they took up a homestead. After
five years they returned to Ohio and lo-
cated in Newtown, one of the oldest
villages of the state. Here, September
2, 1884, Anna Louise was born.

Upon the farm which was her home
Anna grew strong and rugged from her
happy outdoor life. She attended the vil-
lage school and from there went to high
school in Cincinnati, attending Wood-
ward High School, one of the justly
famous high schools of that proud city.
In June, 1902, Anna was graduated with
a most favorable record in scholarship
and having the respect and highest es-
teem of teachers and classmates.

Miami University next attracted Miss
Keen and with several other Cincinnati

girls she boarded the train for Oxford
and college. In this new atmosphere she
at once found congenial work and con-
genial friends, Among these were Ma-
belle Minton and Anne Simmons. When
a woman’s -fraternity was proposed it
was natural that this wide-awake, alert
and capable young woman should have
been greatly interested and very zealous
in working out the plans for it. Light
hearted and happy as Anna was, yet the
organization and development of the
mother chapter were always matters
filled with deep seriousness for her. It
meant to her an organization founded
for the furtherance of the highest wom-
anly ideals.

To the group of founders she was a
constant inspiration because of her ready
cheer, and her constant resourcefulness.
No task was too hard to be undertaken,
no obstacle met that could not be re-
moved. Her steady persistence usually
won. A story is told of her that while
returning from Dr. Benton’s office with
the Delta Zeta constitution which she
had just read, some pestering male stu-
dents in an effort to tease snatched away
the papers she was guarding so care-
fully. She soon recovered them, how-
ever, by the simple expedient of pretend-
ing to cry and the gallant young men
felt heartily ashamed of themselves
while the gay young deceiver laughed in
her sleeve.

Anna Keen’s work in Delta Zeta was
to put things upon a practical basis.
Possessed of untiring zeal in everything
she did there was a vigor and joyous
spontaneity in her work that made her
circle of friends rejoice to associate with
her. She was the first secretary of Delta
Zeta and was always most prompt in at-
tendance at business meetings, and most
practical in her suggestions for the ad-
vancement of the organization. The
chapter had the benefit of her active
membership only one year. In the fall of
1903 she began her career as a teacher.

From 1905 until the time of her mar-
riage she devoted her time to the study
of music upon the piano. She also took
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an active part in the social and church
life of Newtown. She and Mr. George
Howard Davis were married August 15,
1910, and they went to Madisonville to
make their home, where Mr. Davis was
engaged in teaching. (He is now princi-

this chapter in the capacity of treasurer
for three years and in 1916 served as
president.

Besides her work for Delta Zeta she
takes a spirited part in the life of her
city. She is the president of the Madi-

Juria BisHop COLEMAN

pal of three schools of Cincinnati.) Mr.
and Mrs. Davis have recently purchased
an old farm house, built in 1830 by one
of Mr. Davis’ ancestors. They have re-
modeled it and furnished it in style of
the 1830 period. Here they both may be
found actively engaged where any work
for the betterment of their community
is'on hand. Anna also took a most active
part in the reorganization of Delta Zeta
which took place in 1907. She was one
of the prime movers in the organization
of Beta (Cincinnati) Alumna Chapter
which was founded in 1913. She served

sonville Civic League and gives much of
her time and energy to this important
work. She is especially interested in the
church work of the Methodist Church of
that city and takes an active part there-
in as president of the Epworth League,
superintendent of the Mission Band and
as teacher of a young women’s Bible
class. She is now President of Hamilton
County W.C.T.U. and Secretary of the
W.C.T.U. of the State of Ohio.

Delta Zeta has gained much benefit
from the wholesomeness, practical good
sense and joyous spontaneity of Anna
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Keen Davis. She is one who is an honor
to Delta Zeta and one whom Delta Zeta
delights to honor.

Julia Bishop Coleman

Of those who watched the beginning
and growth of Delta Zeta there was no
one who contributed more to the vitality

Juria Bismop axp Mary Coruins, 1903

of the young organization than Julia
Bishop. The spirit that is in Delta Zeta
came from her.

She was born in Loveland, Ohio, May
19, 1881. Her parents were Dr. Lucius
W. Bishop and Permelia Tuits Bishop.
Both were persons of considerable edu-
cation and unusual refinement. Dr. Bish-
op was graduated from Miami Univer-
sity in 1867 and from Ohio Medical
Coilege in 1870. Mrs. Bishop was a
graduate of Xenia Female College. Dr.
Bishop practiced medicine in Loveland
for the greater part of his life. Both
he and Mrs. Bishop took a prominent
part in the life of the village and to them
considerable credit is due for the pros-
perity and well being of the place.

Julia attended the public school in
Loveland and high school in Madison-
ville. Her proficiency as a student as
well as her womanly qualities won her
the superintendent as a friend. She es-
pecially excelled at this time in original
work in English. With a fine record for

scholarship Julia was graduated from
this school in 1898.

In 1899 she registered for work in the
University of Cincinnati. Here she con-
tinued her record for splendid scholar-
ship but left there in 1901 in order to be
at home with her widowed mother who
had the care of her invalid sister.

In 1902 through the influence of Dr.
Dyer, the Dean of the Normal College
of Miami, Julia Bishop came to Miami
University. The fact that her father had
called Miami “Alma Mater” was no
doubt an influence that decided this ac-
tion. Julia at once made friends in her
new college home. Chief among these
were Anne Simmons, Mary Collins, Ma-
belle Minton, Alfa Lloyd and Anna
Keen.

When Delta Zeta was organized Julia
Bishop put into it the idealism and
spirituality which has made it live. The
ritual which is so dear to every member
of Delta Zeta was written by her with
help from Dr. Benton. Her office the
first year in the fraternity was that of
treasurer. The affairs of this office she
handled in a most creditable manner.

Not only in the fraternity work was
Julia prominent but also in other col-
lege activities was she well known. Dur-
ing her first year at Miami the Young
Women’s Christian Association was or-
ganized there ; she was one of the charter
members and was active not only in the
organization but always took a leading
part in the work thereafter, being vice-
president and chairman of the member-
ship committee the first year and having
charge of the devotional work the second
year. Of this organization which is now
the strongest and most active of organi-
zations at Miami, Julia Bishop may be
justly proud that she was a charter
member.

In the fall of 1908 Julia Bishop was
the only member of Delta Zeta who re-
turned to Miami. Had it not been for
her genius for making friends and keep-
ing them it would have been hard for
Delta Zeta to recover from the loss of
her eight other members. Those not re-
turning to Miami had either taken posi-
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tions as teachers or were busy with work
in their own homes. Thus the work of
continuing Delta Zeta was left almost
entirely in the hands of Julia Bishop.
Her hands were capable to the task,
however, and Delta Zeta grew and pros-
pered under her leadership for that year
she was the president of the chapter.
Beloved by Delta Zeta sisters, fellow
students and members of the faculty,
there was probably no woman at Miami
so respected and admired. She is one
of the fine women who made co-education
popular at Miami where it was not at
first in high favor with the men who had
been lords of all they surveyed for eighty
years.

It was while a student at Miami that
Julia met Mr. Coleman and their ro-
mance began. (But many other Delta
Kappa Epsilon men worshipped at her
shrine so that the mere observer scarcely
knew which one she preferred.)

In 1904 Miss Bishop was graduated
from Miami with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts, leaving not only a record for
scholarship of a high order but also
leaving a memory of her womanliness
and strength of character.

During the years after leaving Miami,
the college romance begun there ripened
into still deeper and deeper affection
until it was consummated in the marriage
of Julia Bishop to John McFerren Cole-
man, then in the banking business in
Adams County, Ohio. In 1913 Mr. Cole-
man entered upon a medical course in the
Ohio Miami Medical College of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, and was graduated therefrom
in June, 1917. Dr. and Mrs. Coleman
make their home in Loveland in the
beautiful home where Julia was born.
Here their daughters, Mary Permelia,
May 7, 1913, and Julia Jean, November
18, 1916, were born.

Despite the care of her busy house-
hold and the expert attention to her chil-
dren Mrs. Coleman found time to spend
in the woman’s clubs and social service
in her own community. She is a member
of the D.A.R. and the Ohio P.E.O. sis-
terhood, of which organization she served
in a most distinguished capacity for two

terms as state president, and of Eastern
Star. She continued to be interested in
literature and belongs to several literary
clubs. She has had charge of all Red
Cross relief work of Loveland during
the recent period of economic distress.
She takes a prominent part in the Moth-
er’s Club of Loveland and is active in
the social center work connected with it.

Fouxpers’ Houseparty, 1903

But her heart is in her home and there
can this one of the great women of Delta
Zeta be found at her best.

In 1920 she was elected National His-
torian. In this office she worked ardently,
collecting much valuable material, al-
though unable to complete the history.

At the 1922 Convention Mrs. Coleman
was elected to the office of Vice-Presi-
dent. In this capacity she rendered
splendid, tireless, service, mnot only
through the work exclusively pertaining
to her office, but in the capacity of
inspector and installing officer where she
showed herself a great inspiration and
a tower of strength to the chapters and
the council members. During this bien-
nium, the following new alumnz chap-
ters were chartered: Spokane, Detroit,
Los Angeles. Work in developing chap-
ters at Dayton, Ohio; Baton Rouge, La.;
and in the Twin Cities, was begun. An-
other service of increasing signmificance
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was the definite encouragement of Alum-
ne Associations. She assisted in the
installation of Alpha Gamma, Alpha
Delta, Alpha Zeta, Alpha Theta, Alpha
Lambda, Alpha Xi, Alpha Tau, Alpha
Upsilon, and Beta Gamma.

The great value of her service to Delta
Zeta, in this capacity, led most logically
to her enthusiastic election as President
in 1924. As President she gave an ad-
ministration of notable worth to Delta
Zeta, and her refusal of a second term
was unwillingly received by her sorority,
for it may truly be said that no other
president has in one term aroused the
great love that Mrs. Coleman received
from all who felt her influence. Fuller
treatment of it must be deferred to the
proper place in the chapter on admin-
istration.

When the California convention, in
1926, reluctantly allowed Mrs. Coleman
to retire from active service on council to
give more attention to her home and
young daughters it retained her interest
and her invaluable services by making
her chairman of the important Commit-
tee on Constitution, which position she
still holds. At 1933 Convention it was
the privilege of Mrs. Coleman, one so
far unique to a Delta Zeta Founder, to
be present and assist in the initiation of
her daughter, Mary, as convention ini-
tiate, and in beautiful and symbolic
fashion mark a new milestone in her ad-
ventures in Delta Zeta.

Mabelle Minton Hagemann

Mabelle May Minton who brought
into Delta Zeta her large enthusiasm
and broad generosity of spirit was born
in Millville, Ohio, November 8, 1880.
Her mother was Florence Jane Parker
a descendant of General Warren of Bos-
ton, and whose ancestors came to
America in 1620 in the Mayflower. Her
father, Harvey Minton, met her mother
when they both were students in
Wheaton College, Illinois. The college
romance resulted in marriage and their
life together began upon a farm near the
tiny village of Millville. Here on Buena
Vista Farm three sons and five daughters

were born, Mabelle being the eldest.
Mabelle went to the country school
near by, named for her grandfather. The
outdoor life gave to Mabelle a superb
physique and fostered in her a love for
freedom and democracy. After finishing
the required course in the country school,
she went to Hamilton High School and
from there went to Wheaton College, her
father’s and mother’s Alma Mater. In
1902 Mabelle went to Miami and quick-
ly became associated with those who
were to conceive of Delta Zeta and
bring this woman’s fraternity into exist-
ence.

In 1903 the illness of her mother pre-
vented her return. In 1905 Mabelle
toolt a course in the Teachers’ College
of Columbia and then had a teacher’s
experience of two years in the state of
New Jersey. After this she took up work
in a large banking institution in New
York City where she held a responsible
position for four years.

The entire reliability which character-
ized her business career is shown
throughout her work in and for Delta
Zeta. As one of its organizers she was
tireless in her efforts to bring unity and
stability into the Sorority from the time
of its inception. At critical moments in
the beginning of Delta Zeta she was self-
possessed and resourceful. She never
shirked the hard things but was ready to
sacrifice herself in any way for the at-
tainment of Delta Zeta to national recog-
nition.

A few intimate incidents of her early
membership and endeavor are remem-
bered with interest by the other mem-
bers. Upon the occasion of the first
initiation, in the spirit of a practical joke
some of the men of the fraternities
boasted that they were going to be pres-
ent and see how the Delta Zeta girls
did it. Every one but Mabelle was ex-
cited but she calmly began plans for mak-
ing such inspection impossible. This in-
volved changing the place of initiation
from the usual meeting place of Delta
Zeta in the Main building of Miami to
Mabelle’s own home. Due to this plan
the initiation went off without interrup-
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tion. Upon another occasion when an
initiate fainted during the rites Mabelle
showed instant resourcefulness in taking
care of the young lady who was ill,
while all the others were wringing their
hands. One of her characteristics which
has done much for the stability of Delta
Zeta has been her constant insistence
upon the selection of girls of unusually
high type of character and scholarship
for membership. From the first Mabelle
insisted that mere popularity was not
sufficient requirement for admission to
Delta Zeta.

Her work outside of active member-
ship was of the same reliable and use-
ful character. In the work of exten-
sion she organized and established Iota
chapter which from the beginning has
been a great credit to Delta Zeta. In the
establishment of Omicron and Xi she
also took a most important part. In the
capacity of a national officer she served
as Recording Secretary, 1912-14, Na-
tional Inspector, 1914-16. At the 1910,
1912 and 1914 conventions she took a
most active and inspiring part. Dele-

TaE FouNpeErs'—ORrI1GTINAL CHORE GIRLS

gates loved her at sight so her influence
was very great. Her ideals for Delta
Zeta being of the highest type, this in-
fluence always brought out the best at
these conventions.

After giving up her business career

MABeLLE MINTON HAGEMANN

Mabelle lived with her parents and
brothers and sisters upon Buena Vista
Farm, her birthplace. Such a circle
might seem limited for one of her talents
and resources yet because of her radiant
personality, light and cheer emanated
from this home—each brother and each
sister was helped in his or her career
by this generous big sister and a more
useful life was the result. Alpha chapter
too, felt her sympathy and generosity.
They found that she could be relied and
called upon at all times. No one of the
founders made as many visits to Alpha
chapter or was in such close touch with
its problems and activities.

In 1921 Miss Minton married Mr.
Henry F. Hagemann and until her hus-
band’s death, in 1924, led the uneventful
but busy life of a homemaker in Colum-
bus. She later resumed her business ac-
tivities in actuarial work, and gradually
resumed closer contact with the sorority.
In 1928 she was one of the four Found-
ers to attend convention at Bigwin Inn.
Her old charm of manner as usual made
all her friends, and she climaxed her
inspirational activities for the sorority
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in her beautiful toast, ‘“Hail, My Daugh-
ters!” at the installation banquet. With
the forward look which had ever
been hers, she pointed to new goals for
us, and her comparison of the founders
and patron to the rainbow, which is com-
posed of separate colors beautiful in
themselves, but which blend to the pure
white of friendship and loyalty, will
long be remembered for the response it
found in hundreds of hearts. This was
Mabelle Minton’s final message to the

Oxrorn STrEET FArr, SEPTEMBER, 1901
Arthur 1. Bairnsfather, Mayme Barger,
Alfa Lloyd. Mr. Bairnsfather
designed the first Delta Zeta
badge.

sorority she had loved and served so
long and faithfully, for within the year
the sorority was to be saddened by the
news of her death, sudden and unex-
pected even by those who knew she was
battling with what must be a fatal afflic-
tion. Though she was the first of the
Founders to leave us her legacy to us is
one of inestimable worth in the lessons
of service and sisterhood which she not
only taught but demonstrated.

Anne Simmons Friedline

The date of the birth of this interest-
ing member of Delta Zeta was January
23, 1879. Her parents were Rebecca
Dial and Matson Simmons. The young-
est of six sisters, one might expect her
to be the spoiled child of the family, but
quite otherwise. The love and affection
lavished upon her by her sisters has
made her, only the more, appreciate her

responsibility in giving out the bright-
ness and cheer which this brought into
her life.

In beautiful Walnut Hills in Cincin-
nati, she went to grade school and then
entered the Walnut Hills High School
graduating with the high esteem of her
teachers in 1898. Thereupon Anne en-
tered the University of Cincinnati and at
the end of four years having won social
as well as scholastic distinction, was
graduated. The following fall she went
to Miami University and there im-
mediately made friends of the girls
with whom the nucleus of Delta Zeta was
made.

Her contribution to this group was a
splendid cheerfulness and most practical
helpfulness. An appeal to her judgment
by the others never failed to bring suc-
cessful and well directed action.
Naturally the beginning of Delta Zeta -
was not all serious efforts and uphill
work. There were obstacles some times
in the way of forming a complete organ-
ization but many were the happy “larks”
which our founders had together. As she
was chief of their councils so was Anne
Dial Simmons chief in their merry mak-
ing. Her happy face seldom seen without
the smile that all her friends loved, with
the dimples showing, was a true indica-
tion of the happy heart within, from
which there never came a glint of malice
or envy. Perhaps the best characteriza-
tion that can be made of her is to say
that she was the perfect comrade. Her
friends felt surrounded by her sympathy
and understanding and exhilarated by
her constant good cheer. This was of
advantage in her future career, for, not
only did her scholastic ability, but this
other of being a good comrade, make her
a most successful teacher.

Upon graduation from Miami in 1903
with the degree of B.P. she went to
teach in the Lockland High School,
Lockland, Ohio. During her first year
there she continued her work at Miami
and was granted the degree of A.M. in
1904. In this city she taught sentence
structure for three years and she was
beloved by both pupils and associates.
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From this high school she went to accept
a position in the teaching of history in
the Norwood High School, Norwood,
Ohio.

In 1909 she gave up this work and
entered upon a new career. On June 29,
1909, she and Mr. Justus R. Friedline
of Colorado Springs, Colo., were united
in marriage in her old home upon Wal-
nut Hills. She left this happy home of
her childhood to make equally happy
that of Mr. Friedline in Colorado
Springs. Here Mrs. Friedline entered
with zest into the life of the city. She
was a member of numerous clubs, some
literary, others purely social. The work
of the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution became one of her great interests.
She was for several years regent of her
chapter and in 1927 was elected state
regent, doing outstanding work in visit-
ing and co-ordinating her chapters. Af-
ter this term of office she became chair-
man of the National Committee on
Americanization, proving a valued work-
er in this capacity. From 1920-22 she
was president of the local branch of the
A AUW.; served as vice-president
both of the city Federation of Woman’s
clubs, and the city Panhellenic, as well
as a member of the Drama League. She
was an unusually charming hostess and
always at her best within the portals
of her lovely home. Most of their winters
Mr. and Mrs. Friedline spent in travel.

Mrs. Friedline took a lively interest
in the affairs of Delta Zeta following
her graduation from Miami. Her first
important work was that which she did
in connection with the revival of Delta
Zeta from its inactivity in 1907. In
1912-14 she served Delta Zeta nationally
as the Grand Vice-president and was
active in creating a fund for extension
work. Her later interest was in extension
work for Delta Zeta in her section, in
which work she served as a committee
member under Mrs. Stephenson’s presi-
dency. She assisted with the installation
of Alpha Lambda and Alpha Phi chap-
ters, by which latter time she had again
returned to the national council, serving
1925-26 as Vice-president to fill out the

ANNE SimmoNs FrieprLinNe

unexpired term of Georgia Chandler
Hornung, resigned.

In the year 1925-26 her work was of
great practical value to Delta Zeta. As
officer in charge of the alumnz work, she
presented at convention a report showing
work done with care and keen insight
into the needs and conditions of the
alumnee chapters. But in inspections of
college chapters, too, she proved herself
able to grasp the undergraduate prob-
lems of today even though her personal
experience with them had almost ceased
during the past several years.—At 1926
convention, Delta Zeta felt itself fortu-
nate to have available for the post of
National President, one connected with
its history from the very time of the
founding, and happily elected Anne Sim-
mons Friedline to its highest office.

Her administration was marked by
careful business methods, and empha-
sized the work of internal rather than
extensional, growth.

By her own request she was again
released from council service at the con-
clusion of the convention of 1928 where
she presided with vision and great
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ability. Her husband’s health causing her
some concern, she felt her home should
come first for the immediate future.
Almost tragically prophetic was her
feeling, for in the following winter she
was to lose her husband, who had been,
as she herself said, “the perfect com-
rade.” Irreparably bereaved she yet
rallied from this blow with the courage
which was hers by nature and training,
and again gave herself to service to
Delta Zeta, this time in a new capacity.
In 1929-30 she was the splendid and
tireless guide of Iota chapter, just then
moving into its new home with many
exacting adjustments to make. She made

for herself an outstanding reputation
with faculty and others. Wishing to be
nearer her home again for business and
personal reasons, she assumed the same
position with Alpha Lambda chapter for
1931-32. Her sudden death in September
1932 was a shock which took from Delta
Zeta a wise and saving counselor, a
sound and conservative builder, and true
friend. The depth of our loss we are
yvet to discover fully, as time brings up
new situations in which instinet would
turn us to Anne Simmons for that
balanced judgment, that firmness of de-
cision and that sagacity which were hers
in rare measure.
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4444 IN MEMORIAM AMa
By KFlorence Boller, Alpha Iota

The Delta Zeta Girl in Reverent Attitude Proclaims:

“Oh, dear departed Founder, we would build
To thee a shrine of rarest Vaurian stone;
The marble sculptured to reveal at once

The pattern of the character in your face

And the blended virtues—rfaith, hope, and love.
We would have the sculptor chisel fine

Each line to show your gracious kindliness,
Your persevering courage and loyal service
To our sisterhood.

Before this marble shrine we humbly place

A candle, token of our remembrance.”

The Founder Thus Replies:

“Sisters dear, below, raise me not

On granite pedestal so high above you.

Bow mot in solemn awe, nor turn away

In sadness and with chill respect;

My heart is not a stone.

I would have you love me just as I loved you;
Reveal to me your feeling in return

Not by a marble statue or a bust

Of cold, unyielding stone,

But rather by a living shrine within your hearts
That I may share each joy and blessing rare,
May watch the flame e’er burning in your lamps;
Oh, keep them glowing bright, then I shall be
Content and grateful for your unceasing zeal
Securing the bonds of our fraternity.”

The Delta Zela Girl Rejoins:

“Oh, dear departed one, mistake us not

We speak to you in metaphor.

The finest marble was to signify

Your purity of word and deed and thought;
The shrine, our reverence and dewvotion;

The taper, symbol of our burning memory.
As you command, our hearts shall make the shrine;
The light before it will inspire each act

Of ours, in striving to complete the building
Of our Temple of Life upon the firm
Foundations laid by you.”




Dr. Guy Porrer BexTtow, Grand Patron



Our Grand Patron

“The influence of one true teacher on the lives of those who come
within the sphere of his touch, who can measure?”

NO DELTA ZETA history
would be complete without mention of
Dr. Guy Potter Benton, whose idea was
the very foundation of Delta Zeta, and
whose asistance meant so much in the
early days at Miami.

Dr. Guy Potter Benlon

The following is quoted from the
Miami Student of October, 1902:

A grandson of Henry Wharton, a pioneer
of Southern Ohio, Dr. Benton was born in
Kenton, Hardin County, in 1865, and passed
his boyhood in that native town, receiving his
early training in the public schools of that
place.

In 1880 when ready for college he entered
the Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware,
where he remained until the end of his sopho-
more year, going from there to Baker Univer-
sity, a leading college of Kansas, where he
was graduated. He then pursued a postgradu-
ate course at Wooster University in history
and sociology.

Soon after leaving college he was elected
superintendent of the public schools at Fort
Scott, Kan., which position he held for seven
years, when he was appointed assistant su-
perintendent of public instruction for the
state of Kansas and later was made a mem-
ber of the State Board of Education.

‘While holding this position the entire pub-
lic educational work of the state was brought
to a high standard, mainly by his effort and
untiring industry which is one of his chief
traits.

From the public educational work of the
state he was called by his Alma Mater to
the chair of history and sociology in Baker
University.

Specially fitted for this department, his
enthusiasm, personal magnetism and his tal-
ent for teaching made him unusually popular
with both faculty and students and the three
years spent here established, beyond doubt,
his reputation as one of the foremost edu-
cators of the West, and so won the esteem
and good will of his colleagues that it was
with sincere regret they saw him leave to
accept the presidency of the Upper Iowa
University.

Confident of his ability to do his part and
believing that success awaits him, his friends
at Miami echo the benediction of President
Thompson in his inaugural address—“May
God bless him and the state support him.”

After a most successful career as
president of Miami University, Dr. Ben-
ton resigned in 1911 to take the same
position in the University of Vermont.

From this position he was called, in
1917, to work in the “Y” overseas; later
Educational Director with the Army of
Occupation until the fall of 1919. In
April he accepted the presidency of the
University of Manila, which post he
held until 1923. Forced in 1923 to give
up his work because of what soon be-
came apparent was sleeping sickness
contracted in the islands, he returned to
the United States in the hope that medi-
cal attention might restore his health,
but the struggle was hopeless and for
four more years he fought a losing battle.
Delta Zeta with other friends grieved
over this tragic development, and at-
tempted in some small measure to make
happier for Dr. Benton and his family,
the months of trial and difficulty. Julia
Bishop Coleman and other members of
Alpha chapter represented Delta Zeta
at the burial services, fittingly held at
Miami University, and the entire soror-
ity did honor to one whom we shall al-
ways be proud to call Founner AND
Frienp: “One whom we loved much,
honored greatly, and shall remember
always.”

® % %

IFrom the Scroll of Phi Delta Theta,
October, 1927:

Guy Potter Benton, the fourteenth Presi-
dent of the General Council of Phi Delta
Theta, has passed.

Few men in the history of the fraternity
have left a deeper impress upon it. Entering
Ohio Wesleyan University in the fall of
1882, he is recalled by his friend and room-
mate, John Edwin Brown, as a sweet boy
who, from the very beginning of his career,
was distinguished by his happy disposition
and his untiring application to any task set
before him.

He received his A.B. degree, however,
from Baker University and later took his
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Master’s degree at Ohio Wesleyan. He also
studied at Wooster University and at Berlin.
The degree of D.D. was conferred on him at
Baker University in 1900 and at Ohio Wes-
leyan in 1905. The degree of LL.D. was con-
ferred on him by Upper Iowa University,
1906, the University of Vermont in 1911,
Middlebury College, 1912, University of
Mississippi, 1914, and Miami University, 1916.
The degree of L.H.D. was conferred on him
by Norwich University in 1916.

His long and distinguished career as an
educator began when he was elected super-
intendent of schools at Fort Scott, Kansas,
1896. Later he became assistant state super-
intendent of public instruction in Kansas and
then professor of history and sociology at
Baker University. His career as an executive
began at Upper Iowa University in 1899. In
1902 he came to Miami University as Presi-
dent and continued at Miami until 1911 when
he was called to the University of Vermont.

‘When the United States entered the World
War, Guy Potter Benton at once felt that
his place was with the boys at the front. He
was a member of one of the first Y.M.C.A.
groups to go to France and was made Gen-
eral Y.M.C.A. Secretary for Paris. Later he
was assigned to the staff of General Sample
when he was commanding the Second Divi-
sion, with his headquarters at Langres. After
the Armistice, he was assigned to the U. S.
Army educational corps and became chief
educational director of the army at Coblenz
where he remained until June, 1919.

In 1920 he went to the Philippine Islands
as educational consultant to the commanding
general but resigned in March, 1921, to accept
the presidency of the University of the
Philippines. Under a ten year contract, he
mapped out an extensive plan for the de-
velopment of the university, but he was
forced to resign in 1923 because of illness.
1t soon became apparent that he was afflicted
with sleeping sickness. He returned to the
United States and sought expert medical at-
tention but his condition gradually grew
worse from that time until his death Tues-
day, June 28, 1927.

The personality of Dr. Benton, his great
industry and enthusiasm, his remarkable
power of speech, his manifest sincerity and
genuineness gained for him the support of
faculty, trustees, students and alumni wher-
ever he went and insured him the allegiance
and love of all who knew him.

His work for the fraternity, begun at

Ohio Wesleyan, never faltered. When he was
called to Miami University, he quickly took
advantage of the opportunity to assist the
mother chapter. He was largely instrumental
in arousing the interest of the fraternity at
large in the undertaking to erect a Memorial
Chapter House. At the Convention of 1912
he was elected to the presidency of the Gen-
eral Council and did much to strengthen the
resolution of the membership at large in
their determination to uphold the original
ideal of the founders. Under his aggressive
leadership the fraternity took a definite stand
on the question of intoxicants at banquets.
The serving of wines and even stronger drinks
at fraternity banquets had been a very com-
mon practice with practically all college fra-
ternities but Dr. Benton felt that such a prac-
tice was wholly out of keeping with the ideals
of the founders of the Phi Delta Theta Fra-
ternity. Without much difficulty, he succeeded
in having the fraternity go on record officially
banishing any kind of intoxicants from of-
ficial gatherings, not only of the general fra-
ternity, but of meetings everywhere.

His inspiring addresses before various
chapters, his wonderful services in connection
with the installation of new chapters, and his
contagious optimism will long be remembered
by those who were so fortunate as to serve
with him or sit at his feet during his years
of administration. One of his chief concerns
was the welfare of “his boys.” In his service
overseas he was a clearing house for Phi
Delta Theta information. In his sojourn in
the Philippines he was the inspiration for a
revived and active Alumni Club in Manila
and on his return to this country, suffering
from his fatal affliction, he none the less stood
ready to advise with leaders of the fraternity
for its welfare.

It is fitting that he should have been buried
from the chapel of Benton Hall on the Miami
campus, a Hall named by the trustees of
Miami University in his honor. He lies at
rest on the hill overlooking the birthplace of
the Fraternity and his spirit is added to the
illustrious roll of the founders along with that
of Walter Palmer and the other devoted
leaders who have done so much for Phi Delta
Theta.

An exemplary Christian gentleman, hus-
band and father, a builder of youth, and an
outstanding university executive, Dr. Ben-
ton has gone to his reward from a world
made better by his life.—ArTHUR R. PRIEsT,
DePaww, *91.
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Conventions Record the Growth
of the National Organization

Conventions of Delta Zeta

1907 Dayton, Ohio, Algonquin Hotel

1908 Oxford, Ohio

1910 Indianapolis, Indiana, Columbia Club

1912 Winona Lake, Indiana, Westminster Hotel

1914 Indianapolis, Indiana, Columbia Club

1916 Lincoln, Nebraska, Lincoln Hotel

1918 A Council Meeting at Columbus, Ohio, was substituted for the
Convention in order to observe wartime economy.

1920 Denver, Colorado, Hotel Shirley

1922 TIthaca, New York, Sage College, Cornell University

1924 Evanston, Illinois, Orrington Hotel

1926 San Francisco, California, Fairmont Hotel

1928 Bigwin Inn, Lake of Bays, Ontario

1930 Madison, Wisconsin, Loraine Hotel

1933 Chicago, Illinois, Hotel Windermere East

THE Convention of 1910 is the
first which really deserves the name of
“National,” for the Convention of 1907
was exclusively of members of Alpha
chapter and directed toward the re-
organizing of Delta Zeta; and the Con-
vention of 1908 was held before Delta
Zeta had qualified for membership in
the National Panhellenic Congress. So
the 1910 meeting is a landmark of im-
portance in our onward path.

1910 Convention, Indianapolis

According to the original minutes of
the meeting, kept by Ada Mae Burke
(Epsilon), secretary pro tem, “The first
session of the Delta Zeta Convention
was called to order by the Grand Presi-
dent, Mrs. Hayes, June 17, 1910, at the
Columbia Club, Indianapolis, Indiana.”

The following delegates answered to
roll call:

Alpha Chapter—Ruth Gaddis
Beta Chapter—Abbie Dibble
Delta Chapter—Stella Moor
Epsilon Chapter—Grace Alexander

Zeta Chapter—Miss (Janet) Cameron
Eta Chapter—Miss (Ferne) Samuel

It is perhaps hard for those of us
who think of roll call at the 1988 Con-
vention, with 74 chapter names called,
to feel the thrill that must have been
present at this convention; the stir that
accompanies the little prelude of solem-
nity when some momentous action is to
be taken.

Momentous indeed this convention
was. The language of the secretary,
however, reduces the pulsing life of the
meetings to prosaic statements of the
fact accomplished. Beta chapter was to
be allowed to choose girls from the hor-
ticultural and agricultural departments;
the President introduced the plan of an-
nual sorority examinations; subscrip-
tions to the newly created magazine, the
Lawp, were to be obligatory upon all
members of college chapters; an initia-
tion fee of fifteen dollars was set, al-
though Epsilon was allowed to charge
a fee of five dollars to be paid at pledg-
ing; the bill of $18.68 to cover expenses
of delegates from.Zeta chapter to assist
at the installation of Eta chapter, was
approved; any girl wishing to resign
must submit a written request that her
resignation be permitted, and the chap-
ter shall vote on its granting; and so
on—a drone of business that sounds only
trivial now but must have tingled with
importance to those living it. The secre-
tary’s report is all too brief; too con-
densed, and yet perhaps this very pro-
saic quality signifies how completely
these new chapters had settled into the
accepted permanence of their sorority,
and would have been surprised had they
been told that in a comparatively few
vears this convention would be regarded
as one of pioneer character, and every
crumb of business report eagerly sought.

The reports of the six delegates, we
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are informed, “were of special interest
to the girls from the other chapters.” In
fact, the special business of the whole
convention was, the development of the
individual chapters and their members.
Development of the individual members
could, it was suggested, be assisted by
well arranged and entertaining pro-
grams at chapter meetings. The round
tables discussed this earnestly. The pros
and cons of sophomore pledging, which
at that time had been recommended by
National Panhellenic Congress, was con-
sidered at length. Theoretically it
seemed commendable to the majority,
but, conscious of their youth, the mem-
bers refrained from making a definite
decision to recommend belated pledging.
Extension was another matter which in-
terested every member. In the discus-
sions much information was derived, but
no aggressive campaign adopted.

From the point of view of later im-
portance undoubtedly the most impor-
tant move was the establishment of the
official magazine. To edit this quarterly
the convention elected Ruth Gaddis of
Alpha chapter. A songbook was also in-
augurated, with Alma Miller of Delta
as chairman and Elmira Case, Epsilon,
as assistant. The election of officers gave
the following council for the mnext two
years:

Alfa Lloyd Hayes—President

Kathryn Goodwin, Epsilon—Vice President
Ida E. Nightingale, Beta—Secretary
Bernice Bassett, Delta—Treasurer

Martha Railsback, Delta—Corresponding
Secretary

It was decided to hold the national
assembly biennially. Once more stress-
ing the importance of developing the
character and personality of the indi-
vidual member (this was the strong
theme of the officers for the next two
years, as well), the Third National Con-
vention dissolved and its several mem-
bers left for their homes with satisfying
memories of work accomplished, ac-
quaintances made, and strength gained
and given.

The effect of the convention was felt
and shown by each chapter, in the next

year. The enthusiasm of the delegates,
their zeal for college and active chapter
work, their ambitions for the mational
welfare, showed that they had seen the
vision of a greater sorority and were
setting themselves to their tasks. By
September all officers and committees
were busy in the program for the year.
The arrival of the first issue of the Lamp
stirred every chapter with eagerness for
further advancement. Actual friendship
between the chapters was felt and the
consciousness of unity strengthened. Ex-
tension was not pressed, but the addi-
tion of Theta chapter at Ohio State, in
January, 1911, was welcomed; and al-
though no more chapters were added at
this time the work of welding the chap-
ters together was one of the most im-
portant services rendered by this Grand
Council ; important because the feeling
of unity meant so much to the chapters
later entering Delta Zeta.

During this time Delta Zeta made her
début at the National Pan-Hellenic
(spelling of 1911) Congress by Mrs.
Hayes and Miss Railsback representing
her. Although appearing for the young-
est of the member fraternities, they ac-
quitted themselves creditably on the
committees to which they were ap-
pointed. The years 1910-12 were very
important in the development of Na-
tional Panhellenic and Delta Zeta, en-
tering at just this time, profited greatly
by the work of organization she saw

‘going on in that body. The National

Panhellenic Congress at its meeting in
1911 created a constitution and for the
first time defined a policy and set before
its members a definite purpose. No one
principle has been of greater advantage
to all women’s fraternities than the
broad and sane policy which this body
outlined for the use of the fraternities in
their relations to one another and to col-
lege life.

Convention at Winona Lake, 1912

At the end of two years filled to the
utmost with evidences of growth and de-
velopment, the Fourth Delta Zeta Con-
vention was held at Winona Lake, June
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15-21, 1912. Winona Lake is the home
of the Presbyterian Summer Assembly
and its location in northern Indiana is
one of great natural beauty. A spirit of
accomplishment is invariably felt by
every group meeting in this place, per-
haps the kindly spirit left by the many
preceding groups bent on worthy pur-
pose. Howbeit, the officers and the chap-
ter delegates (fourteen in all)-who met
here on Delta Zeta business played and
worked in a most whole-hearted way.
Never was a happier crowd of girls gath-
ered together. A great amount of busi-
ness was transacted during the day but
frolic and fun consumed the evenings.
The hours spent upon the lake are still
remembered with pleasure by those who
attended.

No particular department received the
emphasis at this convention, but each

MaseLLE MiNToN, Apa May BURKE, AND
AvrFa Lroyp atr Winona LAke
CoNVENTION

was given attention so that the devel-
opment of the ensuing two years might
be well-proportioned. As usual, the re-
ports of officers, committees, and dele-
gates formed a large part of the busi-
ness, but were heard with interest. It

was gratifying to have the treasurer re-
port a good balance; the songbook com-
mittee was congratulated on having its
material ready for the printer. Chapters
were eager to see this book and Miss
Miller was instructed to proceed with

o

MaBerLLe MinxToN, MYRTLE MaArorr, AND
Arra Lroyp AT WixnoNna LaAkE
CoNVENTION

the printing. A better plan for the self-
government of the local chapters was
formulated. For the first time in Delta
Zeta history appears mention of rushing
rules! A policy to be considered as that
generally approved by Delta Zeta for
the guidance of its chapters, was
adopted. Some specific rules were sug-
gested. A broader policy for the Lamrp
was suggested ; gratefully heard by the
editor, and immediately put into use.
Other important matters were the re-
duction of alumna dues from three dol-
lars per year to one dollar; the appoint-
ment of a committee “to procure all
Delta Zeta pins illegally held by mem-
bers of the former Phi Tau”; designat-
ing of October 24, 1912, as “Homecom-
ing Day” to be celebrated in all chap-
ters; the provision for a meeting of the
Council on business, in 1913, and, final-
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ly, the appointment of Epsilon chapter

as a committee on arrangements for the

next convention, which would be held

in Indianapolis in 1914. One new matter

of development was begun at this con-

vention, namely the forming of alumne

chapters, and the following were ap-

pointed to begin this work: in Indiana,

Mrs. Hayes, chairman, with Bernice

Bassett and Ada Mae Burke as mem-

bers; and in Ohio, Miss Elsa Thoma,

chairman, with Adelaide Hixon as as-

sistant. Committees to take account of

various interests expressed were formed,

and officers were ample in number, the

Grand Council elected at this time be-

ing:

Grand President—MTrs. H. L. Stephenson, 41-
pha and Beta

Grand Vice President—Mrs. Justine Fried-
line, Alpha

Grand Recording Secretary—Miss Mabelle
Minton, 4dlpha

Corresponding Secretary—Miss Martha L.
Railsback, Delia

Grand Treasurer—Miss Emma Brunger, Ep-
silon

Registrar—Miss Julia Christman, Theta

Grand Custodian—Miss Bernice Bassett,
Delta

Editor-in-Chief—Miss Grace Alexander, Ep-
silon

Assistant Editor—Miss Minnie Pratt, Delia

Adyvisory Board—Mrs. Ruth Gaddis Jeffries,
Alpha, Mrs. Gladys Robinson Stephens, Ep-
silon, Miss Frances Francis, Zetla

Sorority Inspector and Panhellenic Delegate
—Mrs. O. H. Hayes

Extension Committee—Mrs. Frank Hecker
(Jessie Denman, Alpha); Mrs. R. 1. Haz-
zard, Kta, Western Member; Miss Ida
Nightingale, Beta, Eastern Member

The convention activities closed with
a formal banquet at the Westminster
Hotel, at which Mrs. Hayes served most
admirably as toastmistress. Lightened
by flashes of humor, her words of advice
to chapters were well received by the
active members. Miss Minton’s account
of the founding of Delta Zeta, and its
succeeding history, proved most inter-
esting. (Would that our first historian
had preserved it!) Not least in interest
were the toasts of the college delegates
whose remarks were bright and appro-
priate.

The delegates left the next day with

the feeling that they had received much
inspiration from the close association
with the officers and other delegates, and
that the aims of sorority life had been
impressed more deeply upon them by
their new president. The officers in turn
received encouragement from the earnest
spirit and the loyalty evidenced by the
delegates.

Propositions from a number of other
organizations, that Delta Zeta should
merge with them, had come to the Coun-
cil in the last biennium. Some of these
were young fraternities who felt that in
union there would be a gain of strength
which neither might attain alone; some
were from older organizations who
wished to absorb the Delta Zeta chap-
ters into themselves, but in each case
the implication was that the dangers and
difficulties ahead might best be avoided
by abandoning the program of extending
Delta Zeta as she was, and proceeding
on derived strength. To those who had,
in 1907 and later, laid the foundations
for Delta Zeta’s phoenix-like second ap-
pearance, any such proposal was unwel-
come. Nevertheless, unwilling to proceed
arbitrarily if the chapters had wished
to consider the idea, the officers had
made known to them the possibility of
combining. They did not fail to point
out that no less an authority than Mrs.
Ida Shaw Martin had urged this step,
stating that she felt sure it would mean
life for the combined group, whereas an
attempt to continue an independent ca-
reer might result in the loss of all that
had been done. At that time there were
twenty-three sororities carrying chap-
ters in many colleges (five of these have
cither been absorbed or died since 1911)
and in larger universities such as Cali-
fornia, which had twelve sororities, and
Nebraska and Northwestern, each with
eleven, there was a feeling that all the
really eligible material was taken up,
that there were ‘“too many sororities.”
Mrs. Martin had wide experience, keen
insight, and sincere fraternal interest in
the future of the women’s organizations.
Her suggestion, most logical, was that
Delta Zeta should ally herself with some
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southern sorority as Delta Zeta had then
no southern chapters, and the matter of
combining two chapters on any one cam-
pus would be escaped. Her points were
exceedingly well taken, and correspond-
ence on the matter of combining Delta
Zeta and Zeta Tau Alpha ensued; but
in the end it was found difficult to ad-
just the conflict of names and badges,
and each side mutually wishing to retain
the dearest part of its characteristics,
the arrangement proved impractical. It
could hardly have been foreseen by any-
one, at that time, that the day was to
come when the plea would be “there are
not enough sororities,” when National
Panhellenic would foster the develop-
ment of young organizations in order
that more girls on crowded college cam-
puses could enjoy fraternity privilege.

Biennium 1912-14 Shows
Great Striding

Her decision once made, Delta Zeta
turned naturally to extension as being
of importance to her at this time. The
addition of Iota chapter at the Univer-
sity of Towa, May 20, 1913, brought to
Delta Zeta a most valuable member
chapter.

This advance was attended with the
loss, the same year, of Eta chapter, ow-
ing to depletion of members and adverse
circumstances connected with the system
of sophomore pledging.

Delta Zeta continued to advance, how-
ever, for the plans for organizing alum-
ne chapters had begun to bear fruit. The
Council had entered with zeal into the
encouraging of these groups, and in the
spring of 1913 had the pleasure of see-
ing the first alumnee chapt<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>